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~ “Borders” ~

Character Observation Checklist
While reading the story “Borders,” record your observations about TWO (2) of the main characters and their appearance, behaviour and attitudes (in the first column of the charts below): What do they look like?  How do they act towards others?  How would you describe their personalities?  What is important to them?  Next, put a check mark in one (1) or more of the last four (4) columns depending on whether you learned this about the character from the way he/she LOOKS, what he/she SAYS, what he/she DOES or what OTHERS SAY about him/her.
Character’s Name: The Mother
	What do you notice/observe about this character?
	Look
	Say
	Do
	Others Say

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Character’s Name: __________________________________________
	What do you notice/observe about this character?
	Look
	Say
	Do
	Others Say

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


“Borders”
By Thomas King

(Crossroads 9, p.46)

Characters
The mother in the short story “Borders” is a multi-dimensional or ROUND character.  The author has presented her with many different aspects to her personality.  In the chart below, list as many of her character traits as you can, and find an example/quotation from the story to prove each one.

	Character Trait
	Proof (example or quotation)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


There are also FLAT characters in this story who are either stereotypes or only presented with one (1) or two (2) character traits.  Find at least TWO (2) flat characters and give an example of their personalities/character traits in the story.

Flat Character’s Name: ______________________________________
	Character Trait
	Proof (example or quotation)

	
	


Flat Character’s Name: ______________________________________
	Character Trait
	Proof (example or quotation)

	
	


