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~ Descriptive Paragraph ~
Prewriting Suggestions
1) Make a list of people, places or things that you remember vividly.  Your list may include everything from a specific object to an entire scene.  For example:

a) the face of a friend or relative (or your own face)

b) something seen in a store that you would like to own
c) your room at home

d) a building or home that you find interesting

e) the main street in your city or town

f) a crowd scene at a football stadium
2) Choose one subject from your list and begin to experiment with some of these techniques:
a) List words and phrases that describe the sights, sounds, smells and tastes that you associate with your subject.  To what sense does the subject appeal most?

b) If the subject of your piece were sitting as a still life for a painter, what feature would the artist highlight?  Why?  How can you highlight the feature in your writing?

c) Use analogies or comparisons.  How is your subject like a watermelon, a mouse, a sharp knife, a cushion or some other object?

d) Determine where you are in relation to your subject.  Are you looking at your subject directly?  Are you above it or below it?  Are you moving through the scene like a television camera or looking at it through a pair of binoculars?

e) How would you describe your subject to your mother?  A martian?  Your best friend?

3) Consider your purpose and audience in selecting your descriptive detail.  You may not, for example, describe your girlfriend or boyfriend to your parents in the same way you would describe him or her to a friend.
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~ Descriptive Paragraph ~
Drafting Suggestions
1) Consider the overall impression that you wish to create, and select your descriptive details accordingly.  Do you want your reader to like your subject?  Dislike it?  Be frightened?  Amused?  The good writer of description does not use EVERY detail: he or she SELECTS details to evoke a certain reaction from the reader.

Choose words with CONNOTATIONS or associations that will create the overall impression for which you are striving.  The word “slender,” for example, will create a different impression from the word “scrawny,” although both mean “thin.”

2) To ORGANIZE the description of a scene, start at a focal point and proceed in a logical direction, perhaps from top to bottom, or from near to far, or build to a climax in some other way.  Do not jump indiscriminately from one area to another.

3) Carefully choose words that will appeal to your reader’s SENSES.  What words in the following sentences allow the reader to see, hear or smell the subject?

· “The bawling, red-faced infant howled for attention.”
· “Discarded running shoes, sweaty clothing and forgotten lunches fouled the air.”
4) A SIMILE or METAPHOR can breathe new life into the most mundane subject:
· “Raking furiously, the gardener raised the cherry blossom petals in miniature snow flurries.”
· “The mums twitter over their young like sparrows nesting at nightfall.”
Occasionally, a writer will use an extended metaphor or analogy in which every detail suggests a comparison between the subject and something else.
5) It is highly recommended that descriptive passages be written in both FIRST-PERSON and the PRESENT TENSE.  These narrative choices create a more exciting, vibrant and “in the moment” experience.
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~ Descriptive Paragraph ~
Editing Suggestions
1) You should begin by checking the writing variables against the draft:

a) Is the TOPIC/THESIS clear?

b) Does the paragraph fulfill its PURPOSE?

c) Has the author kept the specific AUDIENCE in mind throughout the entire paper?

d) Has the author followed the conventions of the FORMAT that he/she has chosen?

2) Next, you should edit the assignment more specifically by using this checklist:

a) What do you like best about the paper?

b) What do you like least?  What do you think can be done about it?

c) Is anything unclear?

d) Should further details be added?

e) Should anything be left out?

f) Should anything be rearranged?

g) Are there any problems with “mechanics”: spelling, punctuation, grammar or sentence structure?

h) Do the sentences flow logically from one to the next?

i) Are there enough connecting or transitional words to keep the reader on track?

j) Is the title interesting?
3) What overall mood or impression does the paragraph create?  Do the words create the picture that you think the writer wants the reader to see?
4) How many senses are involved in the description?  Which ones are used most effectively?  Which additional ones could have been used?
5) Which emotions are involved in the writing?  Which ones are used most effectively?  Which additional ones could have been used?
6) Do the words add to the total effect of the description?  Should any words be added, deleted or substituted?  Should you add a more precise word, cut out a detail that takes the focus from your subject or change ineffectual words (“it,” “this,” “that,” “these,” “those,” etc.) for stronger words?  Are there unnecessary descriptive words, such as “actually,” “really,” “quite,” “kind of,” etc.?
7) Do the sentences have variety, emphasis and appropriateness?

8) Lastly, to the writers, always remember that the responsibility to accept or reject what an editor suggests is always yours!
