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Grade 9 Academic English


Course Description

This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills that students need for success in their secondary school academic programs and in their daily lives. Students will analyze literary texts from contemporary and historical periods, interpret informational and graphic texts, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on the use of strategies that contribute to effective communication. The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 academic English course, which leads to university or college preparation courses in grades 11 and 12.

Identifying Information

	Course Title:
	English, Grade 9

	Course Code:
	ENG1DI

	Course Type:
	Academic

	Grade:
	9

	Credit Value:
	1

	Ministry Document:
	The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 and 10: English, 2007, Revised

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/english910currb.pdf


Course Units

	Unit
	Description - Weight (70%)

	1
	Short Stories 

· Read, analyze, and discuss a selection of short stories from Sightlines 9. 

	2
	Mythology

· Read, analyze, and discuss a number of Greek myths, focusing on the importance of the Gods, Goddesses and the quest and hero archetypes.

	3
	Shakespeare

· Learn background about Shakespeare’s time and language.

· Read, analyze, and discuss Twelfth Night, focusing on plot, characters and conflict.

	4
	Independent Novel Study

· Read and analyze student selected fiction and non-fiction texts.

	5
	Novel Study (Literature Circles)
· Read, analyze, and discuss a variety of young adult fiction in a small group setting.

	
	Summative (30%)

1. Comprehension Test (15%)

2. Summative Essay (15%)


Essential Course Components

To be successful in this course you must be able to demonstrate all of the following skills.

· Use appropriate reading comprehension strategies to demonstrate understanding of a variety of texts

· Understand, identify, and apply key literary terms 

· Demonstrate independent reading skills with an emphasis on making personal and global connections  

· Write a variety of formal and informal pieces using the writing process  

· Create media products for a variety of audiences based upon an understanding of course content 

· Communicate orally for a variety of purposes  

· Demonstrate an understanding of essay form and style by writing a formal five paragraph essay 

Teacher Contact Information

The teacher for this course is Mr. Mike Richardson
I can be reached by phone at (519) 880 – 9979 x 5064 or by e-mail at mike_richardson@wrdsb.on.ca
You can also visit my webpage at richardsonsresources.weebly.com.
Procedures

Key values of Sir John A. Macdonald Secondary School and the WRDSB include respect, responsibility, honesty, and trustworthiness.  Our expectations for student behaviour and academic conduct come from these core values.  In accordance with Waterloo Region District School Board guidelines outlined in the Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting Handbook, the following policies are in effect at SJAM:

a) Late and Missed Assignments

Completing tasks on time has been shown to be a key part of school success. It is the expectation that students will submit all required work by the assigned deadlines.

· If work is not submitted on time, next steps will involve student-teacher conferences, parent/guardian contact and may include student referral to in-school supports.

· The teacher will determine a date after which he/she will no longer accept an assignment for marks.  In the absence of these student products, teachers will use professional judgement to determine a grade based on evidence of learning available/seen to that point.

· If one or more assignments are not completed, students risk losing the credit for the course.

· The Learning Skills section of the student’s Provincial Report Card will be used to reflect incidents of late and missed assignments.

b) Cheating and Plagiarism

It is the expectation that students will submit their own, original work for the purpose of demonstrating their learning. Note that plagiarism includes both sharing original work and using work that is not one’s own. In the event that cheating or plagiarism occurs, the following consequences may be implemented, in consultation with administration, depending on the situation:
· The student who plagiarizes will be required to complete the SJAM Academic Honesty Remediation Tutorial.

· The student may be required to redo all or part of the assignment or assessment.

· The student may be required to complete an alternate assignment or assessment.

· Consequences may include a loss of access to academic awards and scholarship opportunities.

· Plagiarism will be reflected in the Learning Skills section of the student’s Provincial Report Card.

· Potential disciplinary actions may also include suspension.

c) Waterloo Region District School Board Policy for Provincial Report Card marks below 50%

For grades 9 and 10:

If a student does not earn the credit for the course, the student’s mark will be reported as follows:

· a mark of 45%.

or

· an "I" for insufficient evidence.

Agreement

Please print your name and sign below indicating you have read and understand the requirements for successful completion of this course.

	
	
	

	Student Name
	
	Parent/Guardian Name

	
	
	

	Student Signature
	
	Parent/Guardian Signature

	
	
	

	Date
	
	Date

	
	
	

	Preferred Method of Contact
	
	Daytime phone number

	· Phone
	
	

	· Email
	
	Email
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