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~ ENG 1DI ~
Mythology

What is “mythology”?

· It is the study of “myths.”
What are “myths”?

· They are traditional stories which usually involve supernatural or imaginary beings and explain or explore ideas about natural or social occurrences.
What are the main purposes of myths?

· to teach people to live proper, moral lives

· to explain things in the natural world (e.g. to answer awkward questions a child might ask)

· to meet people’s religious needs

· to justify existing social systems or to account for a particular cultural custom

· to entertain

What are the topics of myths?

· stories about gods and heroes
· stories about how things came to be
· stories about the consequences of unwise behavior
Why is it important to study mythology?

· We can learn about the beliefs of other cultures.
· It helps us consider our own beliefs concerning the ways in which the world works; someday our beliefs may be studied as myths!
· Myths are often referred to in our own culture: art, drama, movies and everyday language (e.g. Cupid, atlases, Nike, etc.).
· The stories are often very entertaining.
Why study Greek myths, in particular?

· They are the earliest ones of which we know.
· They are still widely known and referred to in pop culture.
· They have become a part of our own culture.
