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Introduction (a.k.a. Main Idea)
· also called the “topic sentence”
· includes the paragraph’s THESIS
· ALWAYS indent the first sentence!
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Body (a.k.a. Supporting Statements)
· includes “supporting evidence,” “facts,” “examples” and/or “explanation”
Conclusion
· also called the “summary”
· ties into your introduction

	The Five-Sentence Paragraph
	Point•Proof•Explanation•Conclusion

	INTRODUCTION
· In a TOPIC SENTENCE, you need to tell the person reading what you’re writing about.

· In a stand-alone paragraph, this can include your THESIS, which is a statement of what you’re going to prove in this paragraph.
	POINT
· In a TOPIC SENTENCE, you need to tell the person reading the POINT of the paragraph, or what you’re writing about.

· In a stand-alone paragraph, this can include your THESIS, which is a statement of what you’re going to prove in this paragraph.

	REASON #1
· This is the first of your three (3) facts to support your TOPIC SENTENCE and/or THESIS.

· If you need to explain this fact and how it explains/supports your TOPIC SENTENCE, include an additional sentence to do so.

· e.g.  “First of all…”, “For example…”
	PROOF
· This sentence tells the reader what PROOF you have to support the claim you made in the first sentence.

· e.g.  “For example…”, “To illustrate…”

	REASON #2
· This is the second of your three (3) facts to support your TOPIC SENTENCE and/or THESIS.
· If you need to explain this fact and how it explains/supports your TOPIC SENTENCE, include an additional sentence to do so.

· e.g.  “Secondly…”, “For instance…”
	EXPLANATION
· In this sentence [or two (2)], EXPLAIN how your PROOF supports your POINT.  

· Make sure that the reader will understand HOW your proof supports your point, therefore making your statement correct without a shadow of a doubt.

	REASON #3
· This is the last of your three (3) facts to support your TOPIC SENTENCE and/or THESIS.

· If you need to explain this fact and how it explains/supports your TOPIC SENTENCE, include an additional sentence to do so.

· e.g.  “Finally…”, “To illustrate…”
	· If you need more than one (1) sentence to explain your proof, use a second.

	CONCLUSION
· This sentence is used to conclude your paragraph by reminding the reader of your TOPIC and THESIS.

· e.g.  “Therefore…”, “In conclusion…”
	CONCLUSION
· This sentence is used to conclude your paragraph by reminding the reader of your TOPIC and THESIS.
· e.g.  “Therefore…”, “In conclusion…”
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Sample Paragraphs

The Five-Sentence Paragraph


Sir John A. Macdonald Secondary School is quite different from Edna Staebler Public School.  Firstly, SJAM is a semestered school and Edna Staebler is a full year school.  Secondly, Edna Staebler offers a French Immersion program while Sir John A. Macdonald does not.  Lastly, while SJAM has Mr. Richardson as part of its teaching staff, Edna Staebler has Mr. Griffith.  Therefore, for these three reasons, the learning experience at Sir John A. Macdonald S.S. differs greatly from that at Edna Staebler P.S.
Point•Proof•Explanation•Conclusion Paragraph

Sir John A. Macdonald Secondary School is quite different from Edna Staebler Public School.  Perhaps the most prominent difference is that SJAM is a semestered school and Edna Staebler is a full year school.  Semestering allows students to focus on four subjects at a time instead of eight.  As a result, people who struggle with organizational skills prefer this system.  However, many students require some time to get accustomed to the longer periods.  Therefore, semestering is a principal way that Sir John A. Macdonald S.S. differs from Edna Staebler P.S.
