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~ ENG 1DI ~
Writing a Paragraph

(ResourceLines, pp.88-92)
1) UNITY in a paragraph means that it contains only what is relevant to the topic.  Everything else should be omitted.

A paragraph must have COHERENCE, which means that it must present a logical arrangement and progression of ideas.  Writers achieve coherence by presenting their ideas in a proper SEQUENCE and by using TRANSITION WORDS to clearly show how ideas follow from one to another.

A writer should put EMPHASIS upon important elements in the paragraph so that they are made to stand out.  Some ways to do this are by using a forceful topic sentence, including an effective concluding sentence and the repetition of words or phrases.

2) A TOPIC SENTENCE is the first sentence in a paragraph and expresses its main point, idea or THESIS .

3) A CONCLUDING SENTENCE sums up the paragraph’s main idea.  It restates the thought found in the topic sentence.

4) “CLOSING BY RETURN” is the technique of restating the thought found in the topic sentence in a paragraph’s concluding sentence.

5) a)  TRANSITION WORDS are like bridges between sentences, showing the relationship between ideas and helping readers follow a writer’s logic.

b)   

	Expressions
	Word Examples

	to show an addition of ideas
	and

besides
	also
further
	in addition
too

	to show contrast or difference
	although
despite

yet
	but
in contrast

whereas
	however
nevertheless

on the other hand


	Expressions
	Word Examples

	to show similarity
	again

in other words
	similarly
	likewise

	To show logical connections
	so

hence
	because

therefore
	as a result

consequently

	to introduce examples or illustrations
	for example

that is
	namely

for instance
	to illustrate

	to show emphasis
	indeed

mainly
	in fact
chiefly
	primarily

especially

	to show space and time relations
	above

beyond

next

after

later

meanwhile
	below

here

there

then

while

eventually
	behind

nearby

to the right/left

before

now

at present


6) EFFECTIVE PARAGRAPH DEVELOPMENT in the body of a paragraph means including sufficient EVIDENCE, DETAILS, EXAMPLES, DEFINITIONS or EXPLANATIONS to support your topic sentence.  

7) You can achieve EMPHASIS in a paragraph in various ways:
· a forceful topic sentence

· an effective concluding/clinching sentence

· placement of key ideas near the beginning and end

· elaboration with supporting details and examples

· comparison and contrast

· purposeful repetition of words and phrases

· repetition of words with similar meanings (synonyms)

· repetition of grammatical structure (parallelism)

· repetition and restatement of sentences

