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Literary Devices
ALLITERATION – The repetition of the same initial consonant sound in words.

e.g.  The snake slithered stealthily along the slippery slope.
FORESHADOWING – The use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in a story.

e.g.  “I never would have walked through that door if I had known what was waiting for me on the other side.”
IMAGERY – The use of concrete details, adjectives and figures of speech


 for the purpose of creating a vivid image in a reader’s mind.

IRONY – The use of words to describe something that is the opposite of their literal meaning, OR an outcome contrary to what might have been expected.

e.g.  At a boring gathering, a man ironically says, “What a great party!”

A firefighter’s house catches fire and burns to the ground.

METAPHOR – A comparison between two (2) dissimilar things without using “like” or “as.”

e.g.  “Life is both a major and a minor key.” (“Side” by Travis)
ONOMATOPOEIA – Words that imitate sounds in real life.

e.g.  Bees buzzing.
OXYMORON – Combining words that seem to contradict each other for the

 purpose of creating effect.

e.g.  Deafening silence; jumbo shrimp.
PERSONIFICATION – Giving human characteristics to animals or inanimate objects.

e.g.  “The curtain climbs over me every morning.” (“We’ll Go Too” by The Tragically Hip)
REPETITION – The repeating of a word or phrase, usually for emphasis.

RHYME – When the same syllable sounds appear at the end of two or more

lines of poetry.  RHYME SCHEME identifies a pattern of rhyming.

e.g.  The sun did not shine.  (a)

It was too wet to play.  (b)

       (The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss)

So we sat in the house  (c)

All that cold, cold, wet day.  (b)
*** The poem’s RHYME SCHEME is “abcb.”

SIMILE – A comparison between two (2) dissimilar things using “like” or “as.”
e.g.  “A woman needs a man like a fish needs a bicycle.” (“Tryin’ to Throw Your Arms Around the World” by U2)

SUSPENSE – A reader’s anticipation concerning the outcome of events.  Suspense is used to secure and maintain a reader’s interest.

SYMBOL – A person, place, thing or event that represents both itself and

 something beyond itself.
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