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~ ENG 1PI ~

Rules for Writing Formal Essays

1) DO NOT use words such as “I,” “we,” “you,” etc. in your essay.  Also, don’t use phrases like “I think” or “I believe.”  They suggest that your essay is simply personal opinion instead of fact.  Remember, facts are always stronger than opinions!

(  I think Star Wars is the best movie of all time.
( Star Wars is the best movie of all time.
2) DO NOT use CONTRACTIONS.
(  don’t, can’t, won’t, couldn’t, I’ll, etc.
( do not, can not, will not, could not, I will, etc.

3) DO NOT use SLANG or “MSN LANGUAGE.”
(  “The movie was sick!”

(  “The man was acting like a jerk…”

(  cuz, @, u, 2, etc.

( because, at, you, to/too, etc.
4) Always deal with your REASONS/PROOFS in the same order as you listed them in your introductory paragraph.  If you don’t, someone reading your essay can become confused and lose interest.

5) Use TRANSITIONS to move smoothly from one (1) idea to the next and to help keep your essay organized.
( Firstly, Secondly, Lastly, Therefore, In addition, etc.

6) If you’re writing about a novel, short story or movie, write about events in the PRESENT TENSE.

· Indiana Jones traveled to Venice because he wanted to locate the

  other half of the map.

( Indiana Jones travels to Venice because he wants to locate the other

  half of the map.

7) DO NOT get creative with your writing.  Formal essays are NOT meant to be exciting.  They are just meant to communicate an opinion.
