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Rhetorical Devices

Alliteration: When an initial consonant sound is repeated several times in close


 proximity. 

 e.g.  Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

Allusion: An indirect reference to a well-known event, person, place, thing or

 quality.  These points of reference often come from works of literature,

 historical events, mythology, pop culture, etc. 
 e.g.  She spoke with the flair of Pierre Trudeau.

Analogy: A type of extended metaphor that is used for the purpose of arguing
 the similarity of two things; used in formal logic. 
 e.g.  Getting better at job interviews is like learning to ride a bike.  At first, you will feel very nervous, and you may fail completely; but if you persevere, eventually you will succeed.

Balanced Sentence: Expresses two (2) or more EQUAL and PARALLEL ideas. 
 e.g.  Many TV actors work hard all through the season; they play in films all through the hiatus.
Climactic Word Order: The presentation of several facts in order from LEAST


  TO MOST IMPORTANT.
 e.g.  The young politician’s climb in rank was meteoric; after beginning as a municipal councillor, she became mayor and, three short years later, a Member of Parliament.
Connotation: The associated meanings a word IMPLIES or SUGGESTS. 

 e.g.  “Home” connotes intimacy, privacy and coziness.

Denotation: The thing or situation to which a word SPECIFICALLY refers.


  e.g.  “Home” denotes the place where a person lives.

Hyperbole/Exaggeration: Over-exaggeration to emphasize a point.

e.g.  My heart is BROKEN!
Imagery: Appealing to one (1) or more of the senses by creating a vivid impression through the use of CONCRETE DETAILS, ADJECTIVES and FIGURES OF SPEECH. 
e.g.  In his poem “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,” William Wordsworth conveys the beauty of a daisy using imagery such as “a nun demure” and “a silver shield with boss of gold.”

Irony: When our expectations are turned upside down and the opposite of what is expected occurs. 
e.g.  We expect the master thief to steal all of the jewels and escape.  Instead, his apprentice beats him to the jewels and, when the master thief arrives, they are gone.
DRAMATIC IRONY – Occurs when the audience is aware of conditions or events of which at least one (1) character on stage is ignorant.

e.g.  In Romeo and Juliet, Tybalt challenges Romeo to a fight, calling him a villain, and Romeo says, “the reason that I have to love thee/Doth much excuse the appertaining rage/To such a greeting. Villain am I none."  We, the audience, know that Romeo has just married Juliet, making Romeo and Tybalt part of the same family, but Tybalt does not know this fact.
  VERBAL IRONY: When what is stated and what is implied are opposites. 
e.g.  In the middle of a rain storm, one character walks up to another and says, “Beautiful weather we’re having, isn’t it?”
Lists for Emphasis: Adding impact to your point by listing things. 
e.g.  Hockey is the best!  With the excitement, drama, fast pace and high-skill level, it has to be the greatest Canadian sport of all time.
Metaphor: A comparison between two dissimilar things WITHOUT using “like” or “as.”
 e.g.  She was a rose in a field of thistles.
Onomatopoeia: Words that imitate sounds in real life. 

e.g.  buzz, splash, slurp, whir, buzz

Opposites: The contrast of two (2) opposing ideas. 
e.g.  Clint Eastwood, a star in front of the camera, has also had a successful career behind the camera as a director.
Oxymoron: Using seemingly opposite terms together for effect. 

 e.g.  deafening silence, jumbo shrimp, etc.
Parallelism: The REPETITION of certain words, phrases or clauses in a series,


 giving emphasis to key words and making them memorable. 
 e.g.  Abraham Lincoln’s “government of the people, by the people, for the people.”

Pathetic Fallacy:  When the weather and other elements of the setting mirror a scene’s or character’s mood or tone.


e.g.  An outdoor funeral taking place on a gloomy, rainy day.

There is a scene in King Lear in which the title character has gone crazy and is ranting in the middle of a thunderstorm, with the weather mirroring the state of his own mind.
Periodic Sentence: A sentence that withholds an important part until the end so

 that it doesn’t make complete sense until the last word is read.

 e.g.  Whether playing a wild young adventurer, a fugitive from the law or a U.S. president, there is one actor whose films always make money – Harrison Ford.
Personification: Attributing human qualities to inanimate objects or animals. 
e.g.  The tree branches groped for the boy as he ran by through the woods.
Pun: A play on words with the same sound but different meanings. 

 e.g.  Sticks float.  They would.
Reversals/Chiasmus: This device makes a balanced sentence even more memorable


  by repeating the words in reverse order. 
e.g.  John F. Kennedy’s “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.”
Rhetorical Question: Posing a question whereby the answer or meaning is implied and taken as understood by the reader.  The question is not meant to be answered. 

e.g.  Parent to a teenager on being late: “Don’t you think I have better things to do than stay up all night worrying about why you’re so late?!?”
Rhyme: Makes two (2) or more words memorable by having endings that sound the

 same. 

 e.g.  With might and right on his side, he approached the challenge.
Rhythm: The movement implicit in an arrangement of words.  For example, a


 regular beat deriving from the patterns of stress on the syllables, a


 rising or falling inflection, a series of phrases that move quickly or


 slowly. 

 e.g.  May Sarton’s poem “The Rewards of Solitary Life”: “the moment comes… bringing back all I have recently experienced to be explored and slowly understood, when I can converse again with my hidden powers, and so grow, and so be renewed, till death do us part.”

Sentence Fragment: Emphasis is placed on key words to create an overall effect,

 such as humour or suspense. 
 e.g.  A cold room.  A lonely room.  A bare room.  No place to spend twenty years of life.

Simile: A comparison using “like” or “as.” 


 e.g.  She was as pretty as a rose  OR  Her hair shone like the sun.

Symbol: The use of a concrete object to stand for or represent an abstract or


 more complicated idea. 

e.g.  The Canadian Flag symbolizes Canada as well as peace, unity and good hockey.
Understatement: Grossly misrepresenting the significance of something as being much less than it really is. 


e.g.  World War II was a challenging time for many people.
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