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~ Essays ~

Essay and Paragraph Structure

Introductory Paragraph
1) Begin with a HOOK to capture your reader’s attention.  It is a general statement about your topic.

2) The next sentence should list your THREE (3) REASONS/PROOFS: A, B and C.

3) The last sentence in your introductory paragraph includes your THESIS STATEMENT, which is the specific opinion you are trying to prove.


Body Paragraphs #1, 2 and 3
· Each of the three body paragraphs deals with one of the THREE (3) reasons/proofs.  Always remember to present them in the same order: A, B, C.

· Reason/Proof A should always be your weakest argument.

· Reason/Proof C should always be your strongest argument.

· Each body paragraph should be organized in the following way:

1) A strong TOPIC SENTENCE clearly stating the reason/proof (A, B or C) upon which the paragraph will focus.

2) EVIDENCE and EXPLANATION that demonstrates how the reason/proof proves your point.

3) A concluding sentence that states what you’ve proven in this paragraph and links the reason/proof back to your thesis.

Concluding Paragraph
1) Begin by restating your THESIS or the point you attempted to make in your essay.

2) The next sentence should restate your THREE (3) reasons/proofs: A, B and C.

3) Finish with a broad concluding sentence about your topic in general.
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