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~ Essays ~
The Body Paragraphs
The body of an essay contains THREE (3) paragraphs.  Each paragraph deals with one of the THREE (3) REASONS/PROOFS from your introductory paragraph. 

Remember, you must always keep your REASONS/PROOFS in the same order.  Therefore, write about them in the same order as you did in the introductory paragraph.

At the beginning of each body paragraph, use a TRANSITION WORD to remind the reader which paragraph they’re reading.  For example:

· at the beginning of the first paragraph, use the word “First” or “Firstly.”

· At the beginning of the second paragraph, use the word “Second” or “Secondly.”
· At the beginning of the third paragraph, use the word “Third,” “Thirdly” or “Finally.”

* See the sample essay on the opposite page for examples.

Each body paragraph should follow the structure below:

Sentence #1
TOPIC SENTENCE stating the REASON/PROOF dealt with in the paragraph.
Sentence #2
Offer a piece of EVIDENCE to support your REASON/PROOF.
Middle Sentences
In your own words, EXPLAIN how your EVIDENCE supports or proves the REASON/PROOF.
Last Sentence
CONCLUDING SENTENCE summarizing the paragraph’s REASON/PROOF and connecting it back to the THESIS STATEMENT.
Sample Body Paragraphs
First, many other countries use some form of mandatory civil service as a part of their young peoples’ lives.  For instance, France requires all young men to volunteer their services either in the military or in an alternative civil service.  This occurs when they are finished high school and before they go on to college, university or other employment.  It is usually one year for those people who choose military service and eighteen months for those who choose jobs in the civil service.  The French government is very pleased with the results of this program.  If a country such as France can reap the benefits of compulsory civil service, then perhaps Canada needs to examine closely this issue and its ramifications.

Second, compulsory civil service would also allow young Canadians to gain valuable job experiences that they would be unlikely to get from their local newspaper’s “Help Wanted” ads or their local Student Employment Office.  For example, they could help with the re-forestation projects in Northern Ontario or assist with wildlife research in one of Canada’s beautiful National Parks.  Jobs such as these are meaningful, practical and allow students to see the results of their work immediately.  These jobs also provide students with employability skills they could not learn from mowing their nieghbour’s lawn.  The hands-on experience would be invaluable.  Clearly, compulsory civil service would be an effective way for young Canadians to be introduced to the world of work experience.

Finally, compulsory civil service would give young Canadians a chance to do something important and worthwhile for their country, which is the envy of many other nations in the world.  For example, the United Nations identifies Canada as one of the top five countries in which to live because of its human rights policy, the health care and education systems and the environmental standards.  In order to maintain these standards, people need to give something back to their communities.  If students learn the value of teamwork and volunteering at a young age, Canada can easily retain its enviable status.  So, if young Canadians would dedicate a year out of their lives to make Canada an even better place to be, the nation would only become stronger.

Is there anything wrong with these body paragraphs?  How would you improve them?
Now, practice writing THREE (3) BODY PARAGRAPHS of your own to follow one (1) of the practice introductory paragraphs you’ve already completed.
BODY PARAGRAPH #1:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BODY PARAGRAPH #2:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BODY PARAGRAPH #3:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PEER EDITING:

After having your body paragraphs edited, how can you improve them?

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
