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~ Essays ~
Introductory Paragraph 

and Thesis Statement

· The first sentence [or two (2)] in your introductory paragraph should always be a HOOK SENTENCE to get your audience interested in reading your essay.

· The next sentence should list your THREE (3) REASONS/PROOFS.  These should be ordered from weakest to strongest (or least important to most important) to make sure the audience wants to keep reading your essay.  At this point, list them all in the same sentence.
· The THESIS STATEMENT is the most important part of your essay.  It is a specific statement that expresses your opinion about a topic without using the words “I believe” or “I think.”

· Your thesis statement should only be ONE (1) sentence long.

· Your thesis statement is ALWAYS the last sentence of your introductory paragraph.

Sample Introductory Paragraph
TOPIC:  Mandatory civil service for all Canadians in their eighteenth year.

REASONS/PROOFS:

A) Already exists in many other countries in the world.

B) In this economy, it is a good way to get some job experience.

C) A good way for Canadians to do something worthwhile for their country.

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH:

The topic of civil service is not one that enters the minds of many teenagers as they approach the time at which they are required to make those life altering decisions that affect everyone.  However, there are many benefits to considering this issue.  Mandatory civil service at the age of eighteen is an admirable idea because [A] it already exists in many countries in the world, [B] it would allow teenagers to gain valuable job experience and [C] it is an excellent way for individuals to do something worthwhile for their country.  For these reasons, [THESIS STATEMENT] civil service should be mandatory for all Canadians in their eighteenth year.
TOPIC:  Year-round schooling




      FOR / AGAINST
REASONS/PROOFS:

A) _____________________________________________________

B) _____________________________________________________

C) _____________________________________________________

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOPIC:  Mandatory uniforms in all Ontario schools 
    FOR / AGAINST
REASONS/PROOFS:
A) _____________________________________________________
B) _____________________________________________________
C) _____________________________________________________
INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
