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~ Expository Paragraph ~
Prewriting Suggestions
1) Choose a topic that is in your range of experience or that can be easily researched.  Good exposition relies on supporting material based on personal experience or knowledge.

2) Once you have chosen a topic, narrow it down to a particular THESIS.  For example, here is a breakdown on the general topic of “education:”

Education  (  high school  (  graduation  (  Every high school student should graduate

3) There are FOUR (4) specific things to consider when you choose a thesis:

a) Choose a thesis suitable for a paragraph.  Make sure your thesis takes only a single paragraph to explain and prove thoroughly.

b) Choose a thesis about which you can write accurately.  If you write about something which you do not know well or about which you are unable to gather accurate information, your reader will soon discover your lack of expertise on your chosen subject.

c) Choose a thesis which you consider original.  By writing about something that affects you personally, you ensure a degree of originality.

d) Choose a thesis of importance to you.  If you are enthusiastic about your opinion, you will have a much better chance of stirring your reader’s enthusiasm.  Besides, you will find that you can say a great deal about your thesis.

4) If you are having difficulty finding a topic or thesis, examine the following controversial statements:

a) No one should be allowed a driver’s license before the age of 18.

b) People should not hitch-hike.

c) French should be taught from kindergarten to grade twelve.

d) Children of separating parents are happier than children of fighting parents.

e) Sports teams in high school should include both girls and boys.

f) All high-school graduates should know how to type.
[image: image2.png]


~ Expository Paragraph ~
Drafting Suggestions
An expository paragraph is just like a mini-essay.  Follow these guidelines to successfully meet the requirements:

INTRODUCTION AND THESIS

Your first few sentences should tell the reader your topic and your attitude toward it (your thesis).  In some cases, your introduction and thesis can be combined into one (1) sentence.  In other cases, your introductory sentence will capture your reader’s attention and the following sentence will state your thesis.

DEVELOPMENT

The next step in your paragraph is its development.  You must back up your thesis through the use of supporting evidence in order to make your paragraph convincing.  Decide which type of support to use (e.g. facts, reasons, examples, etc.).  

For example:
Facts – Racquetball is one of North America’s fastest growing sports.  In 1970, there were only two racquetball clubs in all of Canada.  By 1980, this figure has grown to ten thousand.

Reasons – Racquetball is one of North America’s fastest growing sports, and for good reason.  It’s fun, it’s easy to learn and it’s one of the best ways to all-around fitness.

Illustration Through Narration – Racquetball is one of North America’s fastest growing sports.  Five years ago, I’d never heard the word.  But then, one of my neighbours introduced me to the game.

CONCLUSION

Finally, you should summarize your thesis in a memorable way.  Besides a summation, you might end with a question.  This allows your reader to take a more active part in your presentation.
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~ Expository Paragraph ~
Editing Suggestions
1) You should begin by checking the writing variables against the draft:
a) Is the TOPIC/THESIS clear?

b) Does the paragraph fulfill its PURPOSE?

c) Has the author kept the specific AUDIENCE in mind throughout the entire paper?

d) Has the author followed the conventions of the FORMAT that he/she has chosen?

2) Next, you should edit the assignment more specifically by answering the following questions:
a) Is the thesis clear?
b) Is it clear whether the writer is trying to inform, persuade or do both?
c) Is there sufficient evidence to support the thesis?
d) Is it clear which method of development has been used?
e) Do the sentences flow smoothly and logically from one to another?
f) Is there anything that you would omit in the paragraph because it does not support the thesis?  
g) Is there anything that you would add because something seems to be needed?
h) Is any statement in the paragraph unclear?
i) Is there any problem with the point-of-view?
j) Do you see any errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar or sentence structure?
3) Lastly, to the writers, always remember that the responsibility to accept or reject what an editor suggests is always yours!

