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~ F. Scott Fitzgerald ~
The Great American Dreamer
(A&E, 1997)

F. Scott Fitzgerald was one of the most important writers of the twentieth century.  In books like Tender is the Night and The Great Gatsby, he captured the mood and manners of his time.  He and his wife, Zelda, enjoyed a hedonistic, expatriate lifestyle, splitting their time between New York, Paris and the Riviera.  The characters and plots he created with ethereal lyricism and social accuracy mirrored the glamorous lifestyle he led in the madcap excess of the “Roaring Twenties.”  Through interviews with family members and confidantes, this program presents an intimate portrait of a literary giant whose life was touched by tragedy.  Authors such as Tobias Wolff and Joseph Heller reflect on Fitzgerald’s legacy and lasting influence.  Join Biography for an insightful look at F. Scott Fitzgerald – the man who gave “The Jazz Age” its name.
Questions:

1) How did F. Scott Fitzgerald’s upbringing and early life influence his personality?
2) Why was social acceptance so important to Fitzgerald?  
What problems had he developed/experienced as early as his years at Princeton?
3) Who was Ginevra King, and what does she symbolize in his life?

4) How would you describe Zelda Sayre, the woman who became Fitzgerald’s wife?
5) Why are the 1920s known as the “Roaring Twenties”?

6) Fitzgerald called the 1920s “The Jazz Age.”  How was he a spokesperson for his generation?

7) What are the themes of Fitzgerald’s novels in the 1920s?

8) What happened to the United States in the 1930s?

What happened in the lives of Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald?

9) What are the themes of Fitzgerald’s novels in the 1930s?

10)   How did the Fitzgeralds die?

11)   Why were Fitzgerald’s novels re-discovered in the 1950s?
12)   What is history’s judgment of F. Scott Fitzgerald, both as a man and as

  an author?
