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~ Geoffrey Chaucer ~
(1343-1400)
· Born in London, England.

· Author of The Canterbury Tales, which ranks as one of the greatest epic works of world literature.

· Little is known of his early education, but his works show that he was fluent in French, Latin and Italian as well as English.

· He made a crucial contribution to English literature by using English at a time when most court poetry was still being written in Anglo-Norman or Latin.

· Chaucer fought in the Hundred Years’ War; he also made several journeys abroad on diplomatic and commercial missions.

· He was appointed as Justice of the Peace in Kent, and he was also elected to Parliament.  This was a period of great creativity for Chaucer during which he produced most of his best poetry, including Troilus and Cressida (1385).
· Chaucer took his narrative inspirations from several sources, but still remained an entirely individual poet, gradually developing his personal style and technique.

· Chaucer did not begin working on The Canterbury Tales until he was in his early 40s; the book was left unfinished when Chaucer died.
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Chaucer died on October 25, 1400.  According to tradition, he was buried in Westminster Abbey in an area which later became known as “Poet’s Corner.”

