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~ The Great Gatsby ~

Chapter Questions
Chapter One
1) Summarize the narrator’s attitude towards the subject of his account: Jay Gatsby.

2) Which details does the narrator give to suggest the wealth of the environments in which he moves during this chapter?

3) Describe Tom Buchanan as he is initially introduced?  What impressions do you get of his character?
4) What is ironic about the nature of the gossip shared between Miss Baker and Nick?

5) In what ways is Nick reminded of his lower social standing during his visit with the Buchanans?

6) Identify THREE (3) lines spoken by Daisy which contrast with her previous gaiety.  How do you account for this contrast?

7) Describe the narrator’s first encounter with Gatsby.
8) The opening chapter presents us with a number of significant contrasts.  Identify THREE (3) of these contrasts.
9) The first chapter contains a number of references to floating, fluttering and hovering.  Find FIVE (5) instances in which these images are used.  What do you think Fitzgerald is trying to suggest by returning to this image so often?

10)   What THREE (3) physical properties does the light (introduced at the

  end of the chapter) possess?  What abstract idea or quality might this

  light be used to represent or symbolize?

Chapter Two
1) The beginning of chapter two contrasts with the previous chapter.  In what way do these chapters contrast, and what do you think Fitzgerald is suggesting?
2) What is “valley of ashes”?

3) What are the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg?  What do you think they symbolize?
4) Describe Tom’s mistress as we see her at the garage and later on at the apartment that Tom has set up for her.

5) How are Myrtle and Daisy different in character?

6) Who is Catherine, and what does she tell Nick about Gatsby?  How does this reflect on Gatsby as a person?

7) What does Nick observe about the people in the apartment?  Why is this significant?

8) Our antipathy towards Tom increases throughout this chapter.  Identify THREE (3) incidents which increase our contempt for him.
9) The party at Myrtle’s apartment is totally different from the party at the Buchanan’s.  What are the differences?  Why are they significant?

Chapter Three

1) Identify FIVE (5) details from the first few pages of this chapter which suggest the opulence of Nick’s neighbour, Gatsby.

2) How does Fitzgerald suggest the superficiality of the people attending this party?

3) Gatsby is the subject of rumours and hearsay.  What are your impressions of Gatsby?

4) What disturbing quality of Jordan Baker does Nick discover?

Chapter Four
1) Briefly outline Gatsby’s life history as he explains it to Nick.

2) Find examples of Nick’s doubts about the truthfulness of Gatsby’s account of his past.

3) Our estimation of Jay Gatsby is affected by Nick’s account of their meeting with Mr. Wolfsheim, and our estimation of Daisy is affected by Jordan’s recollection of their early years in Louisville.  What insights do we gain about Gatsby and Daisy through Nick’s and Jordan’s reports?
4) In Jordan’s description of Daisy’s “Louisville” background, what indications are given that Daisy really did love Jay Gatsby?

5) Why should we trust Jordan’s account of the young Daisy?

6) Explain Nick’s remark, “He came alive to me, delivered suddenly from the womb of his purposeless splendor.”

7) Which incident(s) before and after Daisy and Tom’s marriage point to its failure?
8) Which of Gatsby’s actions reveal the extent of his continued infatuation with Daisy?

9) What is Gatsby’s proposal to Nick, as relayed by Jordan?

10)   How does Gatsby wish to impress Daisy?

11)   Why do you think Fitzgerald describes Gatsby’s car in such detail?

Chapter Five
1) How would you characterize Daisy’s and Gatsby’s behaviour during their meeting in this chapter?

2) How is further mystery about Gatsby’s background created in this chapter?

3) “He hadn’t once ceased looking at Daisy, and I think he revalued everything in his house according to the measure of response it drew from her well-loved eyes.  Sometimes, too, he stared around at his possessions in a dazed way, as though in her actually and astounding presence none of it was any longer real.  Once he nearly toppled down a flight of stairs.”

Explain this passage’s significance in terms of what it reveals about Gatsby’s attitude towards his material wealth and Daisy.

4) In the strange scene where Gatsby is throwing his clothes in a pile before his admiring guests, Daisy “bent her head and began to cry stormily.”  Why do you think the shirts reduce Daisy to tears?  Her tears may be real, but do they improve your assessment of her character?
5) On a number of levels, this chapter suggests a dream-like state.  Using specific references to the text, identify those aspects of this chapter which are suggestive of dreams or dreaming.
Chapter Six
1) Summarize the new information given about Gatsby’s past as described in the first TWO (2) pages of this chapter.

2) Nick’s perspective of Gatsby seems to change in this chapter.  How has his perspective changed, and why do you think it does so?

3) How does the dream motif extend itself into this chapter?

4) What particular event seems to change the mood at Gatsby’s party?

5) Why is Gatsby disappointed with the party?

6) As revealed in this chapter, what is ONE (1) of Gatsby’s main goals?

7) Gatsby describes to Nick, at great length, that magic moment five years prior.  What effect did that moment in time have on Gatsby?

8) What public statement does Gatsby want Daisy to make?  Why do you think he wishes her to do so?

Chapter Seven
1) What new discoveries are made in this chapter?

2) What quality does Gatsby recognize in Daisy’s voice?

3) What does Gatsby insist Daisy must say to Tom when she is leaving him?  Why is this so important to Gatsby?  Why does this statement present problems for Daisy?  Why does Daisy choose Tom over Gatsby?
4) In terms of plot development, this chapter could be divided into TWO (2) parts.  In point form, summarize the events of the second part of this chapter.

5) What is ironic about Myrtle’s death?

6) The chapter ends with Nick’s description of Gatsby “standing there in the moonlight, watching over nothing.”  Why would Nick describe Gatsby as “watching over nothing”?

7) What is pathetic fallacy, and how does Fitzgerald use it in this chapter?

8) How does the chapter’s atmosphere help develop the chapter’s mood?

Chapter Eight
1) Nick cannot sleep after the events of the evening and finds himself tossing, “half-sick between grotesque reality and savage, frightening dreams.”  What is the significance of Nick’s sleepless condition?
2) Describe Nick’s impression of Gatsby’s mansion in this chapter.  What is the significance of this description?

3) Gatsby’s attraction to Daisy goes beyond her own individual merit.  What do you think accounts for Gatsby’s attraction to Daisy?

4) What is revealed about Daisy through her attraction to Gatsby?

5) Why didn’t Daisy wait for Gatsby at the end of the War?
6) What statement does Nick call back across the lawn to Gatsby as he leaves the mansion that fateful morning?  How is the statement out of character for Nick?

7) In point form, summarize the circumstances of Gatsby’s death.

Chapter Nine
1) Explain the irony of Gatsby’s largely unattended funeral.

2) Is there anything in this chapter to support the idea that either Daisy was unworthy of Gatsby’s loving devotion, or that his love for her was unrealistic?

3) How do the novel’s events justify Nick’s comment that “Gatsby turned out all right in the end”?
4) Considering the events of the last few chapters, comment on the appropriateness of the novel’s title.

5) The power of dreams is an idea that is central to this novel.  The Great Gatsby fittingly ends with the discussion of dreams.  Describe how the subject of the dream appears on the last page of the novel.

6) Apply the underlying principle of The American Dream to the last page of the novel.
