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~ The Great Gatsby ~
Hopalong Cassidy
Hopalong Cassidy is a cowboy-hero, created in 1904 by Clarence E. Mulford and appearing in a series of popular stories and novels.  In print, the character appears as a rude, rough-talking “galoot.”  Beginning in 1935, the character, played by William Boyd, was transformed into the clean-cut hero of a series of sixty-six (66) immensely popular films, only a few of which were based on Mulford's works. Mulford actually rewrote his earlier stories to fit the movie conception, and these led in turn to a comic book series modeled after the films.
Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia.  15 Dec. 2008.  16 Dec. 2008.  <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/hopalong_cassidy>.
Interpretation

Henry C. Gatz proudly shows Nick a copy of Gatsby’s childhood books with his personal schedule written on the back cover.  The book, Hopalong Cassidy, is about an American folk hero and brings together two [2] aspects of the American dream: its basic romanticism as embodied in the story of Hopalong Cassidy, and the notion of the hard-working, self-made man represented in Gatsby’s schedule.
Coles Notes: The Great Gatsby.  Toronto: Coles Publishing Company, 2007.

Gatz also fills in Gatsby’s early days by pointing to a schedule written in 1906, when Gatsby was about fourteen [14] years old.  First, it happens to be in Hopalong Cassidy, a famous Western adventure serial from the turn of the century.  The book is significant in that it helps explain where Gatsby’s dreamer spirit came from.  The schedule, too, speaks to a dreamer’s spirit.  The itinerary is commendable: Gatsby, from the early days, aspired to greatness.

Yahoo! Education: Cliffs Notes.  15 Dec. 2008.  <http://education.yahoo.com/homework_help/cliffsnotes/great_gatsby/41.html>.
