[image: image1.png]



~ The History of the English Language ~
Beowulf
About Beowulf…
· Written between 750 and 800 A.D. by an unknown author.
· It is a fictional story about a hero named BEOWULF who travels to Denmark to help a tribe of Danes defeat a monster named GRENDEL.

· It also tells of him returning home and defeating a dragon before succumbing to his wounds and dying.

· The events of the story are set in the sixth (6th) century.

· The story is told in the form of an EPIC POEM.

· The poem is 3,182 lines in length.

· At first, the story was told orally by SCOPS (tale singers and entertainers) before it was written down by monks in approximately 1000 A.D.

Why do we study Beowulf?
· It is the oldest surviving narrative poem in English.

· Reflects aspects of life in Anglo-Saxon England around the time Britons were meeting their Germanic kinsmen for the first time.

· Its characters and plot reflect elements of both the EPIC and the HERO that still exist in our society today.  Both of these are mirrored back to us through many examples in today’s media and popular culture.
· Lastly, IT’S A REALLY COOL STORY!!!
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