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J U D G I N G   V I D E O S
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FOCUS QUESTIONS: Should these music videos be aired on television? 
Why or why not?

TASK: Students will be working individually to either support or oppose the airing of each video.  Each student will prepare an argument presenting his/her position from as many perspectives as possible in order to strengthen the chances of being successful.  Some of the community groups’ opinions you will want to take into consideration are as follows:

· parents of young children and teenagers

· members of the church/religious community

· teenagers who enjoy popular music

· producers of the music videos in question

· gender equality activists

· lobby groups against violence in the media

· etc.

VIEWING: View the following music videos, and take note of major images as well as
 verbal, visual and/or implied messages and your initial interpretations:  
· Christina Aguilera – Dirrty (feat. Redman)
· Billy Talent – Devil in a Midnight Mass

· The Black Eyed Peas – My Humps

· The Cardigans – My Favourite Game

· Eminem – Stan (feat. Dido)

· Madonna – Like a Prayer

· Marilyn Manson – I Don’t Like the Drugs (But the Drugs Like Me)

· Metallica – Turn the Page

· Nas – Hate Me Now (feat. Puff Daddy)

· Nine Inch Nails – Closer

· Nirvana – Heart-Shaped Box

· Pearl Jam - Jeremy

· The Pussycat Dolls – Buttons (feat. Snoop Dogg)
· The Smashing Pumpkins – Try, Try, Try

· t.A.T.u. – All the Things She Said

· Robbie Williams – Rock DJ
PRESENTATIONS: Each student will prepare a presentation either supporting or opposing the airing of the video in question on television.  These arguments must be thorough and well-rounded in order to be taken into serious consideration.  Each student/group of students will present his/her/their case in front of the class in a THREE (3) to FIVE (5) minute presentation.
QUESTIONING: Following each presentation, other members of the class – particularly the student(s) with opposing views – will be able to ask the presenter questions and engage in debate over the music video in question.
TIP #1:   Make sure you develop a strong opinion about your video’s appropriateness for airplay.  DO NOT, for example, suggest that a video is inappropriate for airplay, but could still be shown on specialty channels or after 10:00p.m. on regular channels.  Also, don’t suggest that people who do not wish to watch it can just change the channel.
TIP #2:   It is recommended that students discussing the same video but from opposing sides work collectively to discuss the video in question rather than divide up components and work independently.  Remember, you’re at your strongest when united; you’ll be able to come up with more when you put your heads together. 
TIP #3:   Answering the questions in your assignment packages will help you understand your community group as well as develop your case, but they are only intended to help guide you.  Your presentation must be much more than simply the answers to these questions.
HANDING IN YOUR REPORT
Your final report must be TYPED and may be written in either paragraphs or point-form.  Make sure you hand in all your notes, research, questions for the opposition and final decisions along with a marking scheme for each individual student.
Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________
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~ Judging Videos ~

Marking Scheme
Argument/Write-up
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·  Opinion is clearly presented
·  o o Argument is logical with an intelligent approach
·  o o Research is well-rounded and considers all angles
·  Effort is evident
·  Report is well-organized
·  Report is neatly typed
Presentation/Questioning Period
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·  Student is well-prepared and organized for presentation
·  Student uses appropriate presentation skills
·  o Student answers questions following his/her own video in a logical, knowledgeable way
·  o o Student is engaged in class debate during discussion periods and effectively contributes to questions asked concerning other videos
Audience Member
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· o o Student is present and attentive during classmates’ presentations and does not engage in any distracting/distracted behaviour during other presentations
COMMENTS
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~ Parents of Young Children and Teenagers ~
TIP: You will probably want to focus on the images children will see in the videos rather than the words or messages being presented.

VALUES
1) Create a list of issues/topics you think are priorities to most parents today.  Why do you think these issues/topics are important to parents?
2) What concerns are most parents going to have in life?  Why?
3) What qualities will parents want to promote in their homes and their children?
4) Which elements of the music video in question challenge or threaten the priorities, concerns or qualities identified in questions 1, 2 and/or 3?  How?
INTERPRETATIONS

5) How can the music video be interpreted based solely on its images and visual aspects?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
6) How can the music video be interpreted based on its lyrics?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
7) What message, social or otherwise, does the music video present?  How does it either strengthen or detract from your argument?
DEFENDING YOUR VIEWS

8) Which community groups do you expect to be the most offended by your opinions?  How will they respond?  How can you defend against these attacks?
9) What solutions are there to your concerns other than simply choosing to either air or ban the video?  What are the pros and cons of each alternative?
10) What alternative solutions do you think those opposing your suggestions will offer?  How can you defend against these?
11) What arguments will other groups supporting your opinion have that you can use?  How can you “twist” them to support your own specific values?
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~ Members of the Church/Religious Community ~
TIP: You are not representing the specific beliefs of one particular church or religion.  Instead, represent values promoted by religion in general.  You may use whatever religious texts you wish in order to support your arguments (e.g. The Bible, The Qur’an, The Torah, Kabbalah, etc.).
VALUES
1) Create a list of issues/topics you think are priorities to those who attend church regularly.  Why do you think these issues/topics are important to church-goers?
2) What qualities will church-goers want to promote in society?
3) Create a list of qualities promoted in religious texts such as The Bible, The Qur’an, The Torah, Kabbalah, etc.
4) Which elements of the music video in question challenge or threaten the priorities or qualities identified in questions 1, 2 and/or 3?  How?
INTERPRETATIONS

5) How can the music video be interpreted based solely on its images and visual aspects?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
6) How can the music video be interpreted based on its lyrics?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
7) What message, social or otherwise, does the music video present?  How does it either strengthen or detract from your argument?
DEFENDING YOUR VIEWS

8) Which groups do you expect to be the most offended by your opinions?  How will they respond?  How can you defend against these attacks?
9) What solutions are there to your concerns other than simply choosing to either air or ban the video?  What are the pros and cons of each alternative?
10) What alternative solutions do you think those opposing your suggestions will offer?  How can you defend against these?
11) What arguments will other groups supporting your opinion have that you can use?  How can you “twist” them to support your own specific values?
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~ Teenagers Who Enjoy Popular Music ~
TIP: Not everyone takes teenagers seriously.  It is your job to MAKE other groups take you seriously!    Make sure your arguments and opinions are well-prepared, logical and presented professionally.  You will most likely be finding ways to support each video, so examine each song’s message and lyrics.  Be prepared to defend your points against strong attacks!
VALUES
1) Create a list of issues/topics you think are priorities to most teenagers today.  Why do you think these issues/topics are important to teens?
2) What concerns about life occupy most teens?  Why?
3) What motivations and pressures influence teenagers today?  How will these affect your report?
4) Which elements of the music video in question challenge or threaten the priorities or qualities identified in questions 1, 2 and/or 3?  How?
INTERPRETATIONS

5) How can the music video be interpreted based solely on its images and visual aspects?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
6) How can the music video be interpreted based on its lyrics?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
7) What message, social or otherwise, does the music video present?  How does it either strengthen or detract from your argument?
DEFENDING YOUR VIEWS

8) Which groups do you expect to be the most offended by your opinions?  How will they respond?  How can you defend against these attacks?
9) What solutions are there to your concerns other than simply choosing to either air or ban the video?  What are the pros and cons of each alternative?
10) What alternative solutions do you think those opposing your suggestions will offer?  How can you defend against these?
11) What arguments will other groups supporting your opinion have that you can use?  How can you “twist” them to support your own specific values?
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~ Producers of the Music Videos in Question ~
TIP: It is the producer’s job to support the artist(s) in question.  You will be
   DEFENDING each video.  Don’t focus on defending the artist(s), but rather

   his/her/their rights and what he/she/they are trying to say.  You will be on

   the defensive for much of this presentation.
VALUES
1) What is a producer’s job?  What are a producer’s priorities when it comes to his/her?  Why?
2) Stepping away from the music, what rights does this artist(s) have concerning his/her/their music?  How can these be defended?
3) Which music-related cases in real life support or create a precedent for musician’s rights (these could REALLY help support your case)?
4) Which elements of the music video in question challenge or threaten the priorities or qualities identified in questions 1, 2 and/or 3?  How?
INTERPRETATIONS

5) How can the music video be interpreted based solely on its images and visual aspects?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
6) How can the music video be interpreted based on its lyrics?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
7) What message, social or otherwise, does the music video present?  How does it either strengthen or detract from your argument?
DEFENDING YOUR VIEWS

8) Which groups do you expect to be the most offended by your opinions?  How will they respond?  How can you defend against these attacks?
9) What solutions are there to your concerns other than simply choosing to either air or ban the video?  What are the pros and cons of each alternative?
10) What alternative solutions do you think those opposing your suggestions will offer?  How can you defend against these?
11) What arguments will other groups supporting your opinion have that you can use?  How can you “twist” them to support your own specific values?
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~ Gender Equality Activists ~
TIP: Not all of the music videos in question will offend your views if you hold strictly to stereotypical ideals of feminist issues.  Try to be open-minded about things this group would find offensive when interpreting the videos.
VALUES
1) Create a list of issues/topics you think are priorities to feminists today.  Why do you think these issues/topics are important to feminists?
2) What concerns are most feminists going to have in life?  Why?
3) What qualities will feminists want to promote in society?
4) Which elements of the music video in question challenge or threaten the priorities or qualities identified in questions 1, 2 and/or 3?  How?
INTERPRETATIONS

5) How can the music video be interpreted based solely on its images and visual aspects?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
6) How can the music video be interpreted based on its lyrics?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
7) What message, social or otherwise, does the music video present?  How does it either strengthen or detract from your argument?
DEFENDING YOUR VIEWS

8) Which groups do you expect to be the most offended by your opinions?  How will they respond?  How can you defend against these attacks?
9) What solutions are there to your concerns other than simply choosing to either air or ban the video?  What are the pros and cons of each alternative?
10) What alternative solutions do you think those opposing your suggestions will offer?  How can you defend against these?
11) What arguments will other groups supporting your opinion have that you can use?  How can you “twist” them to support your own specific values?

~ Lobby Group Against Violence in the Media ~
TIP: When you are interpreting the videos in question and looking for examples of violence, make sure you consider all types of violence, not just the physical kind.  You must be open-minded in your consideration of what can be considered violence.
VALUES
1) Create a list of issues/topics you think are priorities to those who oppose violence in media.  Why do you think these issues/topics are important to these people?
2) Create a list of the negative effects regular exposure to violence in media can have on its audience.
3) What qualities will those opposing violence want to promote in society?  Why?
4) Which elements of the music video in question challenge or threaten the priorities or qualities identified in questions 1, 2 and/or 3?  How?
INTERPRETATIONS

5) How can the music video be interpreted based solely on its images and visual aspects?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
6) How can the music video be interpreted based on its lyrics?  Does this interpretation strengthen or detract from your argument?  How?
7) What message, social or otherwise, does the music video present?  How does it either strengthen or detract from your argument?
DEFENDING YOUR VIEWS

8) Which groups do you expect to be the most offended by your opinions?  How will they respond?  How can you defend against these attacks?
9) What solutions are there to your concerns other than simply choosing to either air or ban the video?  What are the pros and cons of each alternative?
10) What alternative solutions do you think those opposing your suggestions will offer?  How can you defend against these?
11) What arguments will other groups supporting your opinion have that you can use?  How can you “twist” them to support your own specific values?

~ Board of Directors ~
*** Each member of the Board of Directors should choose a different video to analyze and address.  Each individual is then responsible for preparing and questioning each community group in relation to that music video.  You will not be responsible for presenting, and your write-up is due the day following the final group presentations.
TIP: The best way to prepare for questioning these community groups is to consider what they will say.  Try to make educated guesses at where their strengths and weaknesses will lie, and prepare to challenge them on issues they may not address or might try to avoid.
POSITION AND VALUES

1) Do you think the group in question will support the airing or banning of the video in question?  Why?
2) Create a list of the values held by the group in question?  How will these influence their arguments and opinions?
STRENGTHS

3) Which area(s) of this group’s presentation do you expect to be their strengths?  Why?
4) What faults do you expect to exist in these points?  

5) Create a list of questions you feel will challenge these elements of their case.

WEAKNESSES

6) Which area(s) of this group’s presentation do you expect to be their weaknesses?  

7) What faults do you expect to exist in these areas?  Why?
8) Create a list of questions to challenge these elements and exploit the group’s lack of knowledge, organization and/or preparedness.
9) Create a list of questions you think the group will miss or avoid considering in their argument.
FINAL DECISION

10)   After hearing the group in question’s presentation, address any new

  questions you may not have considered before.
11)   Create a list of pros and cons for both potential decision: to air or ban the

  video.
12)   Will you recommend the airing or banning of this music video?  Why?  Make

  sure your decision is based on which group’s presentation was the strongest

  rather than your own personal views.
      /20








