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~ Macbeth ~

Act Five Questions
Answer each of the following questions in full sentences as you read through act five of Macbeth.  Support your answers with quotations from the text.

Scene One
1) What does Lady Macbeth’s sleepwalking reveal about her character?
2) HOW and TO WHAT EXTENT does Shakespeare create sympathy for Lady Macbeth?
3) Why does Lady Macbeth wash her hands?  What does it symbolize?
4) Compare Lady Macbeth’s first appearance in the play with her last.  How are they similar?  Different?
Scene Two

1) What do we learn of Macbeth and his plans?
2) How does this scene suggest:
a) Macbeth’s growing isolation?
b) the growing solidarity of forces in opposition to him?

Scene Three
1) What effect does each piece of news Macbeth receives have upon him?
2) How does Macbeth reveal his insecurities?
3) What proof is there that Macbeth is placing his trust in the second and third Apparitions/prophecies?
4) Compare Macbeth’s state of mind in this scene with Lady Macbeth’s in V, i.
Scene Four

1) What atmosphere is presented in this scene?  How is it created?

2) How are optimism and restraint balanced in this scene?

3) How is Malcolm an unconscious agent of destiny?  How does his command create dramatic irony?

4) What do we learn of Macbeth’s plans?

Scene Five
1) Of the two (2) announcements made to Macbeth in this scene, which affects him more deeply?  Why?

2) How is Macbeth’s reception of the news of his wife’s death different than the way Macduff reacted to the murder of his wife and children?

Scene Six
1) How does Malcolm display his leadership qualities in this scene?
Scene Seven
1) What purposes are served by the encounter between Macbeth and Young Siward?

2) How do the following create suspense:

a) the death of Young Siward?

b) Macduff’s speech?
Scenes Eight and Nine
1) Describe Macbeth’s behaviour in this scene?  What does it suggest about his state of mind?

2) How does the final prophecy made by the Apparitions come true in this scene?

3) What evidence is there that Malcolm will make a good king?

4) How does this scene satisfy the demands of justice with regards to:

a) Macbeth?

b) Macduff?

c) Malcolm?
5) In what OTHER ways has good triumphed by the end of this play?
~ Exuent ~

