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~ Macbeth ~

Act One Questions

Answer each of the following questions in full sentences as you read through act one of Macbeth.  Support your answers with quotations from the text.

Scene One
1) How does the opening scene set the atmosphere of physical and moral conflict for the rest of the play?

2) How are the supernatural and evil powers of the witches suggested?

3) How does this scene create suspense?

4) What is the importance of the scene’s final rhyming couplet?

Scene Two

1) What qualities would you attribute to Duncan after his first appearance in the play?

2) What qualities would you attribute to Malcolm after his first appearance in the play?

3) What role does the bleeding sergeant play?  What role does Ross play?

4) Who is Macdonwald?  Who is Sweno?  Who is the Thane of Cawdor?  HOW and WHY are these characters important?

Scene Three
1) What is the importance of the witches, both before and then after Banquo and Macbeth appear?
2) Why would the witches’ greeting to Macbeth appeal to him?

3) Do you think it would be better to be a king or the father of a line of kings?  Give REASONS and EXPLANATIONS for your answer.

4) How do Banquo and Macbeth react to the witches’ prophesies?  How are their reactions different?  How are they the same?

5) Which of Macbeth’s qualities are expressed through his first soliloquy?

Scene Four
1) Find TWO (2) examples of DRAMATIC IRONY in this scene?  How do they add to the play?

2) What is the significance of Duncan naming Malcolm his successor?

3) What is the significance of Duncan’s decision to go to Inverness?

4) What thoughts does Macbeth express that show he is tempted to take action?

Scene Five
1) HOW and WHY is Macbeth’s letter to his wife important?
2) What does Lady Macbeth’s soliloquy reveal about Macbeth’s character?  What does it reveal about her own character?

3) How well does Lady Macbeth understand her husband?  Give examples.

4) What purpose is served by Lady Macbeth calling to the powers of evil and darkness?

5) Why is Lady Macbeth determined to have her husband commit this murder?

6) What is the significance of the comment, “We shall speak further”?

Scene Six
1) How does Shakespeare create a peaceful atmosphere in this scene?

2) How does the scene create PATHOS?

3) What qualities does Lady Macbeth exhibit in this scene?

Scene Seven
1) In what way does Macbeth’s soliloquy (“If it were done…”) create sympathy for him?  On the other hand, how does it also destroy sympathy for him?

2) Which of Macbeth’s qualities are demonstrated in this speech?

3) What strategies does Lady Macbeth use to motivate her husband to commit the crime?

4) What specifics does Lady Macbeth give in her plan?  Why does Macbeth accept his wife’s plan?

5) Assess Lady Macbeth’s plan.  Which parts of it seem workable?  What are its weaknesses?  Do you have any recommendations?

6) What does this scene reveal about Lady Macbeth?  Give specific EXAMPLES and QUOTATIONS
to support your response.

7) In what way does scene seven bring act one to a dramatic end?
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