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~ Macbeth ~

Act Three Questions

Answer each of the following questions in full sentences as you read through act three of Macbeth.  Support your answers with quotations from the text.

Scene One
1) Summarize Banquo’s soliloquy.  What does this speech reveal about his character?
2) Shakespearean scholar A.C. Bradley considers Banquo to be Macbeth’s “silent accomplice.”  According to Holished’s Chronicles, Banquo was indeed an accomplice in Duncan’s murder.  Do you agree with Bradley?  To what extent does Banquo’s silence serve to assist Macbeth in attaining the crown?
3) What reasons does Macbeth offer as to why Banquo must be killed.  What else does Macbeth’s soliloquy reveal about his state of mind?
4) Rather than simply ordering the murderers to kill Banquo, Macbeth converses with them at length.  Why?
5) How does the planning of Banquo’s murder compare with that of Duncan’s murder?  What change in Macbeth’s character does this emphasize?
Scene Two

1) This scene emphasizes that neither of the Macbeths are happy after attaining the crown.  What reasons are suggested for their unhappiness?
2) Describe the relationship between the Macbeths as revealed in this scene.  Who appears stronger or more in control?
Scene Three
1) Macbeth promises the murderers he will send a “perfect spy o’ the time” (III, i, 145) to them.  Read the scene carefully and decide if the Third Murderer deserves this title.  How much does he know about Banquo and his habits?
2) When Fleance escapes at the end of the scene, he does not return to Macbeth’s castle.  What reasons would he have for NOT returning?  Imagine you are Fleance, and explain your reasons to a friend or family member for not returning to the castle.
Scene Four
1) The scene marks the beginning of Macbeth’s downfall.  List the “defeats” suffered by Macbeth during this scene.
2) What is ironic about the appearance of Banquo’s ghost?  In previous scenes, what has foreshadowed Banquo’s appearance at the banquet in this scene?

3) Compare Macbeth’s and Lady Macbeth’s behaviour in this scene.  What explanation do they offer for Macbeth’s strange behaviour?  Do you think the lords accept these explanations?
4) What indications are there in this scene that show Macbeth’s each of the following:
a) vivid imagination

b) vestiges of conscience

c) ruthlessness

5) What TWO (2) things does Macbeth plan for the next day?

Scene Five
1) Many scholars believe that this scene was not written by Shakespeare, but was added by another poet.  Why might this scene have been added?  What aspects would make it popular with audiences?  What links it with the rest of the play?
2) Who is HECATE?  Why is she angry with the witches?  What does Hecate’s speech reveal concerning Macbeth’s fate?

Scene Six
1) What evidence is there that Lennox suspects Macbeth?  Find THREE (3) examples of his sarcasm.
2) What information does the Lord reveal about Macbeth and Macduff?

3) Who do you think will be Macbeth’s next victim(s)?  What evidence would suggest this?

4) What is this scene’s dramatic purpose?
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