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~ Macbeth ~

Act Two Questions


Answer each of the following questions in full sentences as you read through act two of Macbeth.  Support your answers with quotations from the text.

Scene One
1) What does Duncan believe about Macbeth’s hospitality?  What does this emphasize about Duncan’s character?
2) Macbeth asks Banquo to support him in some unspecified enterprise.  How does Banquo respond?  What does this tell us about Banquo’s character?

3) Outline Macbeth’s thoughts concerning the dagger he sees.  What conclusion does he draw about it?

4) What lines and images in Macbeth’s soliloquy remind us of the witches?
Scene Two

1) What evidence is there that Lady Macbeth is not as strong as she would like to believe?  What does she warn Macbeth are the dangers of thinking too deeply on their deeds?
2) What do you think Macbeth means when he says that he has “murdered sleep” (II, ii, 48)?
3) Macbeth neglected to leave the murder weapon at the scene of the crime.  Why does he refuse to go back to Duncan’s chamber to return the knives?  What does this suggest about his character?

4) What sentiment does Macbeth express at the end of the scene?  What does this reveal about Macbeth’s character?  Why would it be necessary to emphasize this point?
Scene Three
1) How does the night as it is described by Lennox compare with the night as experienced (in the previous scene) by the Macbeths?
2) Compare how Macbeth behaves in this scene with his behaviour in the previous scene.

3) Lady Macbeth takes center stage twice in this scene.  What do her actions reveal about her character?  To answer this question, you will need to decide if she genuinely faints or if she is putting on an act to divert attention away from Macbeth.

4) What evidence is there at the end of this scene that Malcolm is unwilling to put on appearances for the sake of the Scottish lords?
Scene Four
1) The Elizabethans believed that when the natural order of the universe is violated, the nature reflects the disorder and is thrown into chaos.  List the various unnatural events that occur before and after the murder of Duncan.
2) Macduff refuses to go to Scone to see Macbeth crowned.  What reasons would he have for his decision?  Based on scenes three (3) and four (4), what are your first impressions of Macduff?

~ Exuent ~

