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~ Macbeth ~
Culminating Assignment
You and a group of friends [no more than FOUR (4) students per group] are movie directors interested in creating a new version of Macbeth.  Unfortunately, many producers are saying they “wouldn’t touch a Shakespeare flick by anyone other than Kenneth Branagh with a ten-foot pole.”  In the interests of changing their minds, you’ve decided to mix it up a bit and deliver something new that no one has ever seen before!

PART ONE: RECREATE A SCENE
In groups or individually, each student MUST select a section of the text consisting of no fewer than ONE-HUNDRED (100) LINES and complete the following (you cannot break up a scene, but you may combine more than one, if you wish):

1) Rewrite the Text
Choose an interesting and unique “lingo” for your text, and rewrite it in an interesting way.  BUT, be sure to:
a) Capture the scene’s original tone, mood and atmosphere.
b) Present the characters and their attitudes accurately.
c) Use at least THREE (3) rhetorical devices in your rewrite.
Identify the location and type of rhetorical devices you’ve used with footnotes or some other clearly visible marker.

NOTE: Each group must hand in ONE (1) good copy of the script.

2) Lights… Camera… Action!
 After rewriting a section of the text, you and your fellow group members will act it out in front of the class.  Make sure you:
a) Use appropriate props and costumes that fit your chosen “lingo.”

b) Don’t just say your lines… ACT THEM!!!  Memorization is not required, but you should not just be reading your lines.

NOTE: Presentations may be videotaped to assist with the evaluation process.
PART TWO: CREATIVE ACTIVITY
On an individual basis, each student in the class must select and complete ONE (1) of the following activities:
1) Create a MOVIE POSTER to identify your version of Macbeth.  It may be

hand-drawn or computer-generated on a piece of 8½”x11” paper or Bristol board, and it must include:

· a title
· cast names, including starring actors and actresses
· creative and appropriate images and pictures
· a tag line/catch phrase to garner interest and attention
2) George Lucas wants to write a movie version of the Macbeth PREQUEL.  The only problem is that he has never read the play and needs ideas.  Write a storyline for the Macbeth prequel [minimum THREE (3) typed, double-spaced pages].  Make sure you’ve got an appropriate title for the film.
3) You know the prophecies in Macbeth, but are interested in hearing how they turn out.  Write a storyline for the Macbeth SEQUEL [minimum THREE (3) typed, double-spaced pages].  Also, come up with a catchy name for the flick!
4) Every movie needs to be accompanied by a few good tunes.  Develop a hand-drawn or computer-generated CD COVER for the soundtrack to accompany your version of the movie.  In addition, select a minimum of FIVE (5) songs that will be incorporated into the movie.  For each song, write a paragraph to accompany it with answers to the following questions:
a) Which part of the movie will the song accompany?
b) Why did you select this song for your soundtrack?
5) Create a minimum of THREE (3) COLLECTIBLE CARDS for different characters in your version of Macbeth.  Each card should be approximately the size of an 8½ x 11 piece of paper.  The front should be covered by a hand-drawn or computer-generated picture of the character in appropriately stylized attire.  The reverse should include the following information:

	· character’s name

· clothing preferences
	· character’s nickname(s)
· motivations
	· date of birth
· important character traits


6) Summarize the events of the play Macbeth by creating a cover page for a local TABLOID NEWSPAPER FRONT PAGE.  Anything from the play can be included, from the witches to Macbeth’s peculiar behaviour.  Make sure your title page is appealing to your prospective audience.  Remember: tabloids succeed because they sensationalize everything, including the plot and characters’ actions.  

Student’s Name: _____________________________________________________


~ Macbeth Culminating Activity ~

Marking Rubric
REWRITE THE TEXT [same mark for all group members]
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· A unique “lingo” has been selected for the rewrite: ________________.
· Re-written text meets length requirements.
· Stage directions are used to describe the setting and show the characters’ entrances and exits.
·  o Rewritten text accurately and completely captures the scene’s events and occurrences.
· o Rewritten text captures the scene’s original tone, mood and atmosphere.
· o Rewritten text accurately presents the characters and their attitudes.
· o Three (3) rhetorical devices are used in the rewritten scene and are clearly identified and properly labeled.
· o Rewritten text is creative and shows thought and effort.
· Good copy of the script is neatly typed and double-spaced.
· Correct use of spelling, grammar and punctuation.
LIGHTS…CAMERA…ACTION! [same mark for all group members]
   /5
· Costumes are used to make the presentation more entertaining.

· Props are used to make the presentation more entertaining.

· Lines are read with realistic tone.

· Characters’ behaviour and actions are acted out by the students.

· Presentation shows organization and preparation (e.g. each student has his/her own script off which to read).
CREATIVE ACTIVITY
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1) Movie Poster

· Poster is at least 8½”x11” in size.
· Poster includes an appropriate title.
· Poster includes names of the movie’s starring actors and actresses.
· Poster includes creative and appropriate pictures and images.

· Poster includes an interesting, exciting and appropriate tag line/catch phrase.
· Poster’s design is creative and exciting.

· Colour is used to make the activity more appealing.
· o Poster is neat and shows effort.

· Poster shows a strong understanding of the play’s content.
2) Prequel or Sequel
· Assignment is approximately three (3) pages in length.
· Assignment is double-spaced.
· Assignment has a catchy and appropriate title.
· o Plot’s events are creative and original.
· o The plot has coherence and believability in relation to the events in Macbeth.
· Assignment shows a strong understanding of the play’s contents.
· Assignment is neat and shows effort.
· Correct use of spelling, grammar and punctuation.

3) CD Cover

· Colour is used to make the activity more appealing.

· CD cover design is creative and exciting.

· CD cover is appropriate for the script’s theme.

· CD cover design is neat and shows effort.
·  o o o o Each selected song is accompanied by logical answers to the

 accompanying  questions.

· Correct use of spelling, grammar and punctuation.

4) Collectible Cards
· Cards are each at least 8½”x11” in size.
· Designs on the front of the cards depict appropriately stylized attire.
· o Designs on the front of the cards are creative and exciting.
· Colour is used to make the activity more appealing.

· Designs are neat and shows effort.
 Reverse side of cards contain the following information (½ mark each):

	( character’s name

( date of birth
	( important traits

( motivations
	( strengths

( weaknesses


· Correct use of spelling, grammar and punctuation.
5) Tabloid Newspaper Front Page
· Tabloid front page includes an appropriate title.

· ( Tabloid front page includes several appropriate pictures (1½ marks).
· ( Tabloid front page includes several appropriate headlines (1½ marks).
· Tabloid front page is similar in appearance and design to those in real life.
· Tabloid front page’s design is creative and exciting.

· Colour is used to make the activity more appealing.

· Tabloid front page is neat and shows effort.

· Tabloid front page shows a strong understanding of the play’s content.

· Correct use of spelling, grammar and punctuation.

COMMENTS:
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