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~ Macbeth ~

Shakespearean Tragedy
TRAGEDY:  A conflict which terminates in a catastrophe.

TRAGIC HERO:  A character in a work of fiction (usually the protagonist) who makes an error in judgment that inevitably leads to his/her own destruction.
ELEMENTS OF TRAGEDY
In order for a piece of literature (Shakespearean plays, in particular) to qualify as a tragedy, it must incorporate a suitable number of the following characteristics.

1) The hero is usually a person of NOBLE BIRTH (e.g. a character who is somewhat secure to the people socially beneath him).
2) The hero BRINGS ABOUT HIS OWN DEATH.
3) He INVOLVES those around him, although they are not directly involved themselves.

4) The hero has a generally admirable character which is marred by one TRAGIC FLAW, which is simply the exaggeration of a normal human trait.
5) There is always an impression of WASTE.
6) The emotional reaction to tragedy is PITY and TERROR.
7) The tragic hero finds himself in the one situation in which his tragic flaw prevents him from overcoming his OBSTACLES.
8) There is CONFLICT between the hero and others as well as conflict within himself.
9) The SUPERNATURAL often plays some part in moving the plot along.
10) CHANCE (often unlucky chance) plays a minor part.

11) ABNORMAL CONDITIONS OF THE MIND are often present.

12) The main source of action which leads to suffering and death is never good (not mere human perfection).  On the contrary, it is PLAIN MORAL EVIL.

13) The ultimate power in the tragic world is MORAL ORDER — the triumph of good in life versus evil.  Tragedy cannot be resolved until evil is wiped out.

14) The audience becomes well aware of PRIDE IN THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND POTENTIALITY OF MAN.

NOTE:  Obviously, gender identifications will change if your text contains a female tragic hero.

