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Macbeth
~ Topics and Symbols ~

In addition to creating characters and plots, playwrights often use figurative language to give a play feeling and atmosphere.  When an idea is repeated, it can become SYMBOLIC of something beyond itself, giving us a new perspective from which to look at the play as a whole.

1) Form a group of TWO (2) to FOUR (4) students, depending on the size of the class.

2) Select ONE (1) of the TOPICS or SYMBOLS listed below.  Each of these are prevalent in the play Macbeth and integral to understanding it completely:
	· animals, birds and reptiles

· blood

· clothing
	· darkness and the night

· disease and sickness

· hands
	· sleep

· sounds

· unnatural events

· weather


3) While reading the play, take note of ALL references you find to your topic or symbol.  Record every one you find (with proper act, scene and line references).  You will be given the opportunity to confer with your group members and compare notes.

4) After having studied the play, you will collaborate with your group members and select your THREE (3) strongest quotations.  For EACH of these quotations, you, as a group, will be responsible for answering the following questions:

a) Describe the CONTEXT in your play from which the quotation is taken.  This means detailing the event(s) and situation(s) taking place when this quotation is spoken along with the characters involved.

b) Record the QUOTATION you have selected, along with proper citation and page reference [e.g. (I iv 57-58)].  It should not be too long, but make sure you give enough of the quotation for it to make sense without reference to the rest of the text.

c) EXPLAIN what the quotation suggests about the topic and/or symbol in question.

5) After you break down and analyze each of these three quotations, SUMMARIZE the significance of your topic and/or symbol to the play as a whole:  
a) What do you think your topic and/or symbol represents?
b) How does the topic/symbol contribute to the play’s mood and/or atmosphere?
6) Each group will give a brief THREE (3) to FIVE (5) minute presentation of their findings to help the class understand the significance of each topic and/or symbol. 

7) Each group is to hand in ONE (1) GOOD COPY of this assignment and all its components, NEATLY TYPED and stapled to a copy of the ASSIGNMENT SHEET with the NAME OF EACH GROUP MEMBER printed in full at the top.

HINT: ___________________________________________________
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~ Topics and Symbols ~
Marking Scheme

	Names of Group Members:
	

	Topic/Symbol:
	


· LIST OF QUOTATIONS
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· о List is thorough and contains all of the quotations dealing with the topic/symbol from the entire play.

· о The selected quotations strongly and accurately represent the topic/symbol.

QUOTATION ANALYSIS
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· о о Each of the THREE (3) quotation accurately and insightfully represents the topic/symbol.

· о о Each quotation is accompanied by an accurate and insightful CONTEXT.

· о о Each quotation is accompanied by an accurate and insightful EXPLANATION.

· о The topic’s/symbol’s meaning is accurately and insightfully SUMMARIZED.

APPLICATION
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· The assignment is neatly typed.

· All quotations are properly referenced.

· The assignment free of spelling, grammar and punctuation errors.
PRESENTATION
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· The presentation is approximately THREE (3) to FIVE (5) minutes in length.

· о о Each quotation is preceded by a thorough and comprehensive context and followed by a clear and insightful explanation.

· The quotations include act, scene and line references.

· The information is presented in a clear way so as to be easily understood.

· The presentation is concluded with a clear, accurate and insightful summary.
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