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Macbeth
~ Topics and Symbols ~
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Animals, Birds and Reptiles – Shakespeare refers to a number of animals, birds and reptiles throughout the play, some of which are heard and seen, some of which are used for comparison.
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Blood – Blood is one of the most important symbols in the play, particularly in relation to Macbeth and Lady Macbeth.  DO NOT get the meaning of this symbol confused with that of HANDS.
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Clothing – Clothes can make us look and feel different; they can express or hide what we think and feel.  They can be comfortable or uncomfortable; they can fit well or poorly…
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Darkness and the Night – In one form or another, either real or imagined, these elements are present throughout most of the play.  It may be helpful to compare them to the presence of LIGHT and THE DAY.
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Disease and Sickness – There are a number of different causes of disease and sickness.  In Macbeth, there are sicknesses of the body and the mind.  What do YOU think are the causes?
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Hands – Although the meanings for the symbols HANDS and BLOOD are often confused, they are different… yet similar.  They sort of have a CAUSE AND EFFECT relationship…
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Sleep – This symbol has a very significant meaning, particularly from the second act onwards.  Make sure you take into consideration the important differences between SLEEP and LACK OF SLEEP and what they



     suggest about the characters involved.
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          Sounds – As with many other things in this play,

          sounds can either be real or imagined.  The 

          differences between these two sources can say a
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 lot about a character’s mental capacity.  Also, make

 sure you pay attention to both STAGE

 DIRECTIONS and WHAT CHARACTERS SAY to

 locate all the sound references.
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Unnatural Events – This category can consist of any event or experience seen as being “unnatural” or unusual.  Another way of looking at them may be to see them as ELEMENTS OF CHAOS.
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Weather – When Shakespeare wanted to create a sense of setting with different weather conditions, he had to do it with the language and/or words the actors spoke.  Think about PATHETIC FALLACY…

