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~ The Media Present Ideologies and Value Messages ~

What Do We Learn From Reality Shows?
What messages are being presented to audiences of the following shows?
Playing It Straight
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THE PREMISE:  It was just your typical dating show, with a bunch of guys vying for a pretty girl's heart -- except that some of the guys were gay and the girl didn't know which ones they were. If her final choice was a straight guy, then they would split a million dollars, but if her final choice was gay, then he'd get the whole million and she'd go home with nothing.
WHY IT WAS HORRIBLE:  This was really just an excuse to showcase the ignorance of many contestants concerning homosexuality. Gay stereotypes! Hilarious!

The Swan
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THE PREMISE:  They took 16 supposedly ugly women with confidence issues, gave them tons of plastic surgery and turned them "from ugly ducklings into beautiful swans."
WHY IT WAS HORRIBLE:  They chose the eight 'best' women and made them participate in a beauty pageant, with the winner receiving a bunch of prizes. So, basically, they built up the self-esteem of 16 women, and then told 15 of them that they still weren't pretty enough. It's every little girl's dream.

For Love or Money
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THE PREMISE:  Again with the 'women are money-grubbing trollops' theme. This was yet another dating show with a twist: the final woman chosen would receive $1 million.

WHY IT WAS HORRIBLE:  After a couple of weeks, the women found out that they could choose either the guy or the money, but not both. Oh, and the women didn't know it, but the guy they were after knew all about the dilemma the final woman would face, and if she ended up choosing him over the money, then they would share the million dollars. Erin, the woman who won, realized she wasn't in love with the guy, took the money and ran.  Smart girl.

