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~ Mythology ~
The Olympians
(from Deeds of Gods and Heroes)
Read the appropriate sections from the textbook Deeds of Gods and Heroes and answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.

DEMETER AND PERSEPHONE (p.59)
1) Which different “domains” were ruled by Zeus and each of his two (2) brothers?
2) What roles belonged to Hestia and Demeter?

3) The story of Demeter and Persephone explains a natural phenomenon.
a) Which one (1) does it explain?
b) How does it explain this natural phenomenon?

4) How does the story of Demeter and Persephone indicate that the story was meant for a farming community?  Explain.
5) What is Tartarus?  Where is it located?

HERA (p.60)
6) How did Hera trick Zeus?  Describe.

7) Why did Hera feel the need to trick Zeus?  Explain.
8) How did Zeus punish Hera for this trick?  Describe.

9) What might the relationship between Zeus and Hera indicate about Greek society and families when these stories were written?  Explain.

HEPHAESTUS (p.61)
10) The Greeks had a great admiration for perfection of the human form.  How does the story of Hephaestus illustrate this?  Explain.
11) What role was Hephaestus given amongst the gods?  Explain.
APHRODITE (p.62)
12) How was Aphrodite born?  Describe the event.

ARES (p.62)
13) a) Who was Ares?
b) What was his role amongst the gods?

14) Why did other gods dislike Ares so much?

ATHENA (p.63)
15) How was Athena born?  Describe the event and occurrences leading up to it.

16) What is Athena’s connection with the city of Athens?  Explain.
ARTEMIS (p.64)
17) What did Hera do when she found out that Leto was bearing one of Zeus’s children?
18) Who were her children?

19) What was Artemis’ role amongst the gods?
APOLLO (p.64)
20) What act of bravery did Apollo complete right after his birth?

21) What “domains” did Apollo rule?
22) What were the origin and purpose of the Oracle of Delphi?  Explain.

23) What natural phenomenon does Apollo’s story explain?

24) What indications are there that Apollo was an important god to the Greeks?
HERMES (p.65)
25) What are TWO (2) examples representing Hermes’ cleverness?  Explain.
26) What did Hermes invent?  
27) What role was he given amongst the gods?

