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~ Old English ~
Creating an Epic Monster Poem

The task of creating your own epic monster poem will be completed in several steps:
1) create a monster

2) create a hero

3) plan your poem

4) write your poem

When you’ve completed your work, hand all of these steps in to be graded.  This assignment will be marked for COMPLETION, CREATIVITY and EFFORT.  Assignments deemed inappropriate will automatically receive a mark of ZERO (0).
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STEP ONE: Create a Monster
Write a thorough description of your monster in the space provided below.  In this description, you must incorporate at least FIVE (5) effective SIMILES and/or METAPHORS.  These similes and/or metaphors must be HIGHLIGHTED or UNDERLINED for identification.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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STEP TWO: Create a Hero

In the space provided below, write a thorough description of the hero who will battle your monster.  Use similes, metaphors, and lots of detail and description to create a very dashing and vivid image of your character.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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STEP THREE: Plan Your Poem
Now that you have created your two main characters, you need to describe what happens when they meet!

In the space provided below, write a brief summary of your epic poem.  Consider some of the following questions while planning your assignment:
· Why has the hero come to find the monster?
· How are the monster and the hero going to solve their disagreement?

· Who will win?  How will he/she/it win?

· How will the victor be rewarded afterwards?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What are some words and phrases you could use in your epic poem to describe MOVEMENT?  Record at least FIVE (5) examples below.

	1) _________________________

2) _________________________

3) _________________________
	4) _________________________

5) _________________________

6) _________________________


What are some words and phrases you could use in your epic poem to describe SOUNDS?  Record at least FIVE (5) examples below.
	1) _________________________

2) _________________________

3) _________________________
	4) _________________________

5) _________________________

6) _________________________


What are some KENNINGS you could use in your epic poem?  Record at least TWO (2) examples below along with what they represent (e.g. “sea-steed” = “boat”).

HINT: Remember that kennings sound great when they incorporate ALLITERATION!

	1) _________________________

2) _________________________

3) _________________________
	=    ________________________

=    ________________________

=    ________________________


STEP THREE: Write Your Poem
On a separate piece of paper, write out your epic monster poem.  It must meet the following requirements:
· must be a minimum of 250 WORDS in length.

· must be DOUBLE-SPACED
· must include at least TWO (2) KENNINGS (highlight or underline them on your good copy)
· must be CREATIVE and APPROPRIATE
· does NOT have to rhyme

~ Create an Epic Monster Poem ~
Marking Scheme
Remember that all components of your assignment are marked based upon COMPLETION, CREATIVITY, APPROPRIATENESS and EFFORT.  These qualities will be reflected in the marks assigned below.

	STEP ONE: Create a Monster

· five (5) similes/metaphors identified
· description is complete and thorough and shows creativity and effort
STEP TWO: Create a Hero

· use of rhetorical devices creates a vivid image of the character
· description is complete and thorough and shows creativity and effort
	STEP THREE: Plan Your Poem
· summary is complete and highlights all of the epic’s major plot points
· five (5) words/phrases for movement and five (5) for sounds
· two (2) effective kennings
STEP THREE: Write Your Poem
· 250 words in length and double-spaced
· includes two (2) effective kennings
· poem makes sense and shows creativity and effort


· BONUS!  Draw a picture of your epic monster to accompany your poem.  Put some effort into it if you want to earn the bonus mark!
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