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~ Short Stories ~

Characterization
CHARACTERIZATION is the way an author chooses to develop characters and reveal character traits to readers.  Some methods of characterization are by:

a) the narrator TELLING the reader about a character, or
b) learning about a character through his/her APPEARANCE, ACTIONS, DIALOGUE and THOUGHTS.
A character’s dialogue and the way he/she speaks can say a lot about him/ her.  There are many different types of speech:

a) SLANG – A vernacular speech not accepted as suitable for formal usage.  It is used frequently in conversation and colloquial expression.

b) JARGON – Confusing speech resulting particularly from the mingling of several different languages or dialects.
c) DIALECT – When the speech of an individual represents characteristics unique to a specific locale or location.  For example, two (2) people may speak the same language, but their dialects may differ because they come from opposite sides of the same country.

d) COLLOQUIALISM – An expression used in informal conversation but not accepted as appropriate in formal speech or writing.

e) CLICHÉ – An expression used so often that its freshness and clarity have worn off.  Clichés often have little literal meaning, but are rather understood as simple popular expressions.

There are several different TYPES of characters:

ROUND – A well-developed character who is closely involved in the action.
FLAT – An undeveloped character and/or one who is very stereotypical.
DYNAMIC – A character who grows and changes as he/she faces challenges.
STATIC – A character who remains basically unchanged throughout a story.
FOIL – A supporting character who highlights major characters through contrast.
