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~ Short Stories ~

“Gore”
by Sarah Ellis

(Sightlines 9, p.3)

CONTENT QUESTIONS
1) Why does Ellis begin her short story by suggesting the special bond between twins?  Explain.
2) What evidence does the narrator give to suggest that no such bond exists between she and Lucas?

3) The narrator possesses TWO (2) particular talents that she chooses to use as weapons.  
a) What are they?
b) How does she use them?

4) What does Amy mean by “psychological warfare”?

5) What clue is given to suggest that Lucas is not entirely an “unevolved thugoid”?

6) Why does Lucas call his sister “Lady Macbeth”?

7) For what purpose does Amy use the telephone?

8) Why does the situation seem most real when Amy is concerned about Lucas’ safety?

9) Describe Lucas’ reaction to Amy’s trick.
10) Why, as a reader, do you trust Amy as a narrator?  Explain.

OR

Why, as a reader, do you NOT trust Amy as a narrator?  Explain.
ANALYSIS QUESTIONS

11) Answer the follow questions about the story’s SETTING:
a) Where is the story set?

b) When is the story set?

c) What are some of the setting’s important characteristics?

12) Answer the following questions about the story’s POINT-OF-VIEW:

a) What narrative point-of-view is used to tell the story?

b) How does the selected point-of-view benefit the story?
13) Answer the following questions about the story’s CHARACTERS:
a) Who is the story’s PROTAGONIST?
b) Who is the story’s ANTAGONIST?
14) Answer the following questions about the story’s THEME:

a) What is the story’s main theme?

b) How is this theme developed in the story?
15) Answer the following questions about the story’s MOOD:

a) What is ONE (1) type of mood developed in the story?

b) How is this mood developed in the story?
16) Answer the following questions about the story’s CONFLICT:

a) What is ONE (1) type of conflict in the story?

b) Which characters are involved in this conflict?
