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~ Short Stories ~

The Plot Graph
PLOT:  The collection of events, both major and minor, that take place in a narrative.  A story’s plot often focuses on a problem that the main character faces and tries to solve.

PLOT GRAPH: The visual chart on which a story’s events can be plotted chronologically into (5) or six (6) categories: introduction, inciting incident, rising action, climax and denouement/resolution.

Elements of the Plot Graph

(  Introduction - This part of the plot takes place immediately in a short story and serves to introduce the following:

· the main characters

· the plot

· the setting

· the mood (the way a story “feels”)
· the story’s conflict(s)

( Inciting Incident - The single event or occurrence that sets the plot’s rising action in motion.  This is the point at which the conflict is usually introduced.
(  Rising Action - The series of events that increases the tension and leads up to the climax.  This is where a story’s interest and suspense are developed.

(  Climax - The point of highest interest in the plot.  It is at the climax that the reader finds out the result of the conflict.
( Resolution - The final unraveling of the plot: the action ends in success or failure, mysteries are solved, misunderstandings are cleared up and important discoveries are made.  The reader may also find out what might happen next to the main characters.  The “loose ends” are tied up and wrongs are often righted.
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Alternate Plot Structures
Apart from the basic one that you’ve already seen, there are several other types of plot graph that can be used to tell a story.  In the space provided following each description, draw a diagram of each type defined below:
	Flashback – The author presents scenes or incidents that occurred prior to the opening scene of the story in order to explain or justify a character’s current situation.



	Open-ended – This type of plot leaves the action somewhat unfinished, potentially open to let the reader decide what is going to happen or to leave him/her in suspense.




	Multiple Ending – This type of plot gives way to a variety of possible endings (e.g. Choose Your Own Adventure books).



	Multiple Climax – This is a plot that has several climaxes, either within one story line or as a result of several co-existing story lines.
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