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~ Short Story Literature Circles ~

Themes, Symbols and Connections
	NAME:
	

	GROUP MEMBERS:

	

	SHORT STORY TITLE:

	

	DATE:
	


Your role is to identify ways in which the short story’s events contribute to its developing THEMES, SYMBOLS within the text and ways in which the text CONNECTS with the wider world around us (e.g. text to text, text to self, text to world).  This means offering examples from your past experiences, events taking place here at SJAM, in Waterloo or in the world-at-large for the purposes of connecting the short story to reality.  You may draw attention to similarities with stories or personalities in the media, to similar events at other times and in other places, to other people or problems of which you are reminded and to other texts, such as novel and movies. Find at least ONE (1) THEME, ONE (1) SYMBOL and ONE (1) CONNECTION for EACH short story.
-----------------------------------------------------------
Themes (answer these questions for each theme you find)
a) What is a topic/theme/message developing within this novel?

b) How do the events of this chapter(s) help develop this theme/message?
Symbols (answer these questions for each symbol you find)
a) What characters/settings/objects in this chapter(s) could be seen as symbolic or possessing alternate meanings?
b) How are these symbols developed within the chapter(s)?
Connections [make at least ONE (1) connection per short story]
a) What connections did you find between the story and your own experiences, the world-at-large, other texts, etc. (be specific)? 

b) How do these examples/experiences in your world/reality connect to the events in the text? Explain.
