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~ Skellig ~
Literary Devices
FORESHADOWING – The use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in a story.

Example: “I found him in the garage on a Sunday


 afternoon” (1).

IMAGERY – The use of concrete details, adjectives and figures of speech for the


 purpose of creating a vivid image in a reader’s mind.

 Example: “Heaps of water pipes and great boxes of rusty nails were scattered on the floor” (3).
IRONY – The use of words to describe something that is the opposite of their literal meaning, OR an outcome contrary to what might have been expected.

Example: The fact that Dr. Death smokes is ironic because doctor’s


 typically try to keep people healthy, and he is taking part in an


 activity that could kill him.
METAPHOR – A comparison between two (2) dissimilar things without using “like” or “as.”

Example: “‘She’s going to get better for us.  Aren’t you, my little


 chick’” (47)?
PERSONIFICATION – Giving human characteristics to animals or inanimate objects.

Example: “He said his back was killing him” (33).
SIMILE – A comparison between two (2) dissimilar things using “like” or “as.”
 Example: “‘It’s hard as stone…’” (16).
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