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~ Skellig ~

Plot Review: Chapters 23-46
Complete the Skellig summary by filling in the blanks with the words from the “Word Bank” below.

	owl pellets
	wings
	whistling
	mother
	strangest
	Coot

	circle
	remember
	tender smile
	died
	beast
	angels

	Joy
	spring
	hyenas
	fledglings
	name
	dancing

	heartbeat
	surrounded
	present
	hospital
	Rasputin
	one thing

	pair of angels
	shoulders
	operation
	destroyed
	suprised
	Mina

	window
	painting
	Skellig
	feathers
	27 and 53
	heart

	stupid
	argument
	know
	passes out
	dead
	accept

	ghostly wings
	Michael’s
	bird
	worse
	father
	noise

	message
	garage
	Leakey
	black
	owls
	Archaeopteryx



As the story continues, Michael’s baby sister remains ill and must return to the ________________.  Michael is spending a lot of time with Mina and is learning more about evolution and the ________________, the dinosaur that flew.  They also spend a lot of time painting, writing and watching the young blackbird ________________.  ________________ and ________________ are jealous of ________________ and make fun of her.  Mina is hurt by this and gets into an ________________ with Michael, saying his friends are ________________, “‘screeching like ________________’” (110).

After making up with each other, Michael and Mina go to the attic to find ________________, but he is not where they left him.  As they search for him, they hear a ________________ like a “far-off squeaking, ________________ sound” (118).  They find him standing in a ________________ frame, his “wings folded upon his ________________” (118), and the ________________ flying to bring him food.  Skellig takes both Mina and Michael by the hand and moves with them in a ________________.  Michael feels like they had “moved into each other, like we had become ________________” (120).  He also sees “________________” (120) at Mina’s back and feels feathers on his own shoulders.  Skellig tells them that the owls and ________________ had helped him to get better and whispers to them, “‘________________ this night’” (120).


Michael returns to school and attends classes with ________________ and Miss Clarts, but soon gets a call from his father saying that the baby is getting ________________.  While his father is at the hospital with his mother and the baby, Michael stays with Mina and her mom.  Seeing a ________________ of Skellig that Mina has drawn, her ________________ tells the two about William Blake and how he thought everyone was “‘________________ by angels and spirits.  We must just open our eyes a little wider, look a little harder’” (131).  Mina had visited Skellig while Michael was at school and tells him that Skellig will be going away very soon.  This bothers Michael.


Mina shows Michael the ________________, the little balls of “skin and bone and fur” (137) that she found in the ________________ with Skellig.  He asks her what it means that Skellig eats like owls do, and Mina explains that “‘Sometimes we just have to ________________ there are things we can’t ________________’” (140).

Michael’s father informs him that the baby will have an ________________ and tells him to stay with Mina until it is done.  The two friends search for Skellig, who has gone missing again, and Michael feels strange and ________________.  He wakes up and thinks that the baby has ________________ since he can’t feel her ________________ inside him anymore.


Michael’s father comes home to tell him that the operation is over and that the baby is not ________________.  They go to the hospital to see her, and Michael’s mom explains that she had the “‘________________ of dreams’” (158) the night before.  She saw a strange man, dressed all in ________________, who lifted up the baby as if they were ________________ together.  Then she saw that the baby had little ________________ on her back.  The man put her back down and ________________ mom knew that the baby was going to be alright.


After that night, Mina and Michael return to the old house a couple more times to look for Skellig.  The first time, they bring Skellig ________________ and brown ale, and Skellig calls them a “‘________________‘” (166).  Michael thanks him for going to his sister and asks him what he is.  Skellig replies, “‘Something like you, something like a ________________, something like a ________________, something like an angel’” (167).  Skellig thanks the two for what they have done and sends them home.  When Mina and Michael return to the attic, Skellig has gone for good, but they find a ________________ scratched into the floor with three small ________________ inside it.  There is a ________________ from Skellig that says “Thank you, S.” (172).

Michael helps his ________________ fix up their house, and the garage where he once found Skellig is ________________.  The baby finally comes home from the hospital on a day when it is “really ________________ at last” (179).  Mina brings the baby a ________________ - a picture of Skellig that she has drawn with his “wings rising from his back and a ________________ on his face” (181).  Michael’s mom looks at the picture and is ________________ to recognize who it is, but doesn’t say anything.  As Mina leaves, Michael and his parents finally decide on a ________________ for his baby sister – ________________.
