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~ Beowulf ~

Description of the Monster
Read through the following passage from the modified Beowulf text, and determine what qualities would have been thought to be MONSTROUS or HORRIFIC by the society existing when the poem was written.
Description of Grendel:

	Came then striding in the night

The walker of darkness.

In that gabled hall

The warriors slept,

Those who guarded the hall…

All but one.

It was well-known among men

That, if God willed it not,

No one could drag

That demon to the shadows.

But Beowulf watched

In anger, waiting

The battle’s outcome.

Came then from the moor

Under the misty hills

Grendel stalking under

The weight of God’s anger.

That wicked ravager

Planned to ensnare

Many of the race of men

In the high hall.
	He strode under the clouds,

Seeking eagerly, till he came to

The wine-hall, the treasure-hall

Of men decorated in gold.

Nor was it the first time he

Had sought Hrothgar’s home.

But never in his life before

--or since—

Did he find worse luck!




Which qualities you think would have been seen as “monstrous” or “horrific” when Beowulf was written?
