[image: image1.jpg]


~ The Canterbury Tales ~
“The General Prologue”

Questions
Read the section of “The General Prologue” to Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales that you’ve been given, and answer the following questions:

1) The narrator describes the first pilgrim as “a true and perfect gentle-knight” (l.74).  Which of the man’s characteristics qualify him for such praise?  How do his clothes hint at his virtues?

2) In contrast to the Knight, what motivated the Knight’s Squire?  How do his clothes suggest this?

3) What do the Prioress’s pet dogs tell us about her character?

4) What details in the character sketch of the poor Parson show that Chaucer regards him as the ideal priest?

5) In what ways do the Miller and the Skipper cheat others?  Could they trick the Reeve?  Explain your answer.

6) Provide point form CHARACTER SKETCHES for each of the characters: the Knight, the Squire, the Prioress, the Skipper, the Doctor, the Wife of Bath, the Parson, the Miller and the Reeve.

~ Writing Extension ~
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Write a paragraph COMPARING one (1) of the following sets of characters:

a) the Knight and the Squire

b) the Prioress and the Parson
c) the Miller and the Reeve
Consider their PHYSICAL APPEARANCES, their CLOTHING and their PERSONALITY TRAITS.  Your comparative paragraph should be approximately 250 WORDS.
