[image: image1.png]


~ ENG 1DI ~
Short Story Expository Paragraph
Choose ONE (1) relatively well-developed character from one (1) of the short stories you’ve been assigned to read this unit.  In a properly structured and well-developed FORMAL paragraph, describe his/her character using quotations from the appropriate story to support your points.

ASSIGNMENT REQUIREMENTS:
The following requirements must be met, completed and/or handed in for the good copy of your paragraph to be marked:
· must include THREE (3) quotations
· BRAINSTORMING
· PARAGRAPH OUTLINE
· ROUGH COPY
· PEER-EDITING CHECKLIST
· good copy must be TYPED, DOUBLE-SPACED and formatted according to FORMAL WRITING REQUIREMENTS
Sample Expository Paragraph:


In the short story “Lamb to the Slaughter,” Mary Maloney is a dynamic character who dramatically changes from one’s first impression of her to how she is seen at the end.  When Mary is first introduced in the story, she seems to be the model housewife, lovingly awaiting the arrival of her adoring husband: “Now and again she would glance up at the clock, but without anxiety, merely to please herself with the thought that each minute gone by made it nearer the time when he would come” (Dahl 10).  While waiting patiently, her affectionate and devoted attention is upon her husband’s return from work and her own pregnant belly, their baby still three months shy of being born.  However, it soon becomes clear that her adoration is more of an obsession than a healthy love for another person.  After murdering her husband with the leg of lamb she intended to serve for dinner, Mary methodically plans her alibi: “She sat down before the mirror, tidied her hair, touched up her lips and face… She rehearsed it many times more” (Dahl 14).  With her immediate focus on self-preservation, it appears that Mary feels no remorse for her horrendous actions.  After disposing of the evidence by cooking the lamb and serving it to the investigating detectives, Mary finds the fact that they are unknowingly eating the murder weapon hilarious: “… in the other room, Mary Maloney began to giggle” (Dahl 18).  Although one may marvel at her quick thinking, her reaction is appalling.  This final transition completes Mary Maloney’s transformation from a character for whom one might feel compassion and sympathy to a twisted, cold-blooded killer with no regrets for her actions.
NOTE:  You can NOT prove that “Mary Maloney is a dynamic character” for your assignment.
Student’s Name: ________________________________________________________
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~ Short Story Expository Paragraph ~

Marking Rubric
	
	Unacceptable (0-49%)
	Level One

(50-59%)
	Level Two

(60-69%)
	Level Three

(70-79%)
	Level Four

(80-100%)

	Knowledge/ Understanding
	ILLOGICAL topic sentence
	SIMPLISTIC topic sentence
	Topic sentence is SOMEWHAT EFFECTIVE
	ADEQUATE topic sentence
	INSIGHTFUL topic sentence

	Evidence
	Chosen evidence is INCOMPLETE and/or ILLOGICAL
	Chosen evidence is VAGUE and/or SIMPLISTIC
	Chosen evidence requires GREATER DEPTH and/or is SOMEWHAT EFFECTIVE
	Chosen evidence is CLEAR and/or ADEQUATE
	Chosen evidence is INSIGHTFUL and HIGHLY EFFECTIVE

	Quotation Contexts
	Contexts are either MISSING or FAIL to set up quotations
	Contexts set up quotations with LIMITED success
	Contexts set up quotations with SOME SUCCESS
	Contexts set up quotations  ADEQUATELY
	Contexts INSIGHTFUL and THOROUGHLY set up quotations

	Quotation
Explanations
	Explanation is either MISSING or FAILS to clarify how quotations/ evidence support main idea
	LIMITED explanation as to how quotations/ evidence support main idea
	Explanation as to how quotations/ evidence support main idea is SOMEWHAT EFFECTIVE
	ADEQUATE explanation as to how quotations/ evidence support main idea
	THOROUGH explanation as to how quotations/ evidence support main idea

	Communication
	Message completely LACKS FOCUS
	Message LACKS CLARITY
	Message is SOMETIMES CLEAR
	Message is CLEAR and CONSISTENT
	Message is CLEAR, CONSISTENT and INSIGHTFUL

	Organization (topic and concluding sentences; well-organized)
	NO evidence of paragraph organization
	MINIMAL evidence of paragraph organization
	WEAK paragraph organization
	ADEQUATE paragraph organization
	HIGHLY EFFECTIVE paragraph organization

	Mechanics

(spelling, grammar, punctuation, editing, proofreading)
	NO evidence of editing or proofreading
	MINIMAL evidence of editing or proofreading
	SEVERAL errors in spelling, grammar and/or punctuation
	FEW errors in spelling, grammar and/or punctuation
	MINOR or NO errors in spelling, grammar and/or punctuation

	Insertion of Quotations
	Quotations NEVER inserted properly or MISSING altogether
	Quotations RARELY inserted properly
	Quotations SOMETIMES inserted properly
	Quotations USUALLY inserted properly
	Quotations ALWAYS inserted properly


WITH QUOTATIONS

~ Short Story Expository Paragraph ~

Paragraph Outline
INTRODUCTION/POINT/TOPIC SENTENCE: ______________________________
__________________________________________________________________
	REASON/PROOF #1

	PROOF: __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

SUPPORTING QUOTATION

Context: __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quotation: ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explanation: _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________


	REASON/PROOF #2

	PROOF: __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

SUPPORTING QUOTATION

Context: __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quotation: ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Explanation: _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________


	REASON/PROOF #3

	PROOF: __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

SUPPORTING QUOTATION

Context: __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quotation: ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explanation: _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________


CONCLUSION: ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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