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~ ENG 3UI ~
Short Story Literature Circles

This activity requires that the class be divided into groups containing approximately FIVE (5) students each.  Over the span of several days, each group will be responsible for discussing and analyzing each of the stories listed below (all stories are found in the Imprints 11 textbook on the pages listed): 
· “Mirror Image” (pp.12-18)

· “Saturday Climbing” (pp.52-59)

· “A Secret Lost In the Water” (pp.94-96)

· “The Pose” (pp.98-101)

· “The Elephant” (pp.103-106)

· “Test” (pp.130-132)

· “He-y, Come On Ou-t!” (pp.152-155)

· “The Singing Silence” (pp.157-161)

DAILY ROLES

Each day, students will be responsible for completing a different role within the group.  These roles will rotate between the group members so that, by the end of the Literary Circle activity, each student will have completed each role at least once.  Students are to complete the role sheets they are assigned each day.  The following is a list of these roles (see the next page for responsibilities):
· Directing the Discussion and Composing Inquiry Questions
· Finding Themes and Connections

· Highlighting the Language of Literature

· Summarizing

· Exploring Vocabulary and Literary Devices
***   If you know you are going to be away from class on one of the Literary Circle days, it is your responsibility to complete your role(s) in advance and hand them in early so your group does not suffer for your absence.

EVALUATION
Students will be marked daily based upon how well they are PREPARED for each day’s activities (e.g. you must have read each story in advance), ATTENDANCE and PARTICIPATION in group discussions.  In addition, your teacher will collect each group’s activities AT LEAST once during the course of the Literary Circles.  However, he/she reserves the right to collect your activities as many times as he/she wishes.  Lastly, a test on the content of all the stories will follow the Short Story Literary Circles, so be certain that your group has a firm grasp on all the important elements of EACH story!
***  The elements listed on the SHORT STORY ANALYSIS sheet are all fair game on the test!

~ Short Story Literature Circles ~

Individual Roles
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Directing the Discussion and Composing Inquiry Questions: As Discussion Director, your task is to control the TEMPO, FOCUS and ORGANIZATION of the discussion.  Direct your peers to share their information, and fill in any holes in the discussion with your thoughtful questions.  In this regard, write down several QUESTIONS you have about the story: What were you wondering while you were reading the story?  What questions do you have about events in the story’s plot?  Which words, phrases or images in the story do you not understand?  What do a certain character’s actions imply?  How does the author’s writing style influence your reading?  Lastly, it is also the Discussion Director’s responsibility to complete individual evaluations after each Literary Circle session.
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Finding Themes and Connections: Your role is to identify the story’s THEMES and ways in which the text CONNECTS with the wider world around us.  This means offering examples from your past experiences, events taking place here at SJAM, in Waterloo or in the world-at-large for the purposes of connecting the story to reality.  You may draw attention to similarities with stories or personalities in the media, to similar events at other times and in other places, to other people or problems of which you are reminded and to other texts, such as novel and movies.
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Highlighting the Language of Literature: Your role is to locate a few special PASSAGES or QUOTATIONS for your group to discuss.  The idea is to draw attention to especially interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling or important sections of the story for the purpose of analyzing and considering them more carefully.  You may want to focus on sections of the text that help develop characters and plot or help establish elements such as the setting or themes.  As you select passages, record at least part of the quotation and take note of why you chose each one.
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Summarizing: Your role is to prepare a brief SUMMARY of the story.  The other members of the group will expect you to give a brief [FOUR (4) OR FIVE (5) SENTENCE] statement that conveys the key points, main highlights and encapsulates the essence of the story being discussed.

[image: image6.jpg]The Literary Circle




Exploring Vocabulary and Literary Devices: The words an author chooses are an important ingredient of the writer’s craft.  Your task is to look for a few words that have special meaning in the story.  If you find words or references that are puzzling or unfamiliar, note them as you read and be prepared to discuss them.  You may also discover vocabulary that stands out in some way, such as the use or repetition, jargon and/or a particular dialect.  Also, be prepared to discuss the author’s use of RHETORICAL DEVICES such as symbols, similes, metaphors and imagery.
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~ Short Story Literature Circles ~

Daily Group Record Sheet
	NAMES:
	

	STORY TITLE(S):
	

	DATE:
	


Following the group meeting, the Discussion Director will complete this form with the help of his/her group members.
What were the TWO (2) topics which generated the most discussion today [if you are studying two (2) stories today, give ONE (1) for each]?  Explain.
-----------------------------------------------------------
As a group, which passage from the story [ONE (1) from each story] did you find the most important and/or intriguing?  Why?

~ Short Story Literature Circles ~

Directing the Discussion

and Composing Inquiry Questions
	NAME:
	

	GROUP MEMBERS:
	

	STORY TITLE:
	

	DATE:
	


As Discussion Director, your task is to control the TEMPO, FOCUS and ORGANIZATION of the discussion.  Direct your peers to share their information, and fill in any holes in the discussion with your thoughtful questions.  In this regard, write down several QUESTIONS you have about the story: What were you wondering while you were reading the story?  What questions do you have about events in the story’s plot?  Which words, phrases or images in the story did you not understand?  What do a certain character’s actions imply?  How does the author’s writing style influence your reading?  Lastly, it is also the Discussion Director’s responsibility to complete individual evaluations after each Literary Circle session (see attached page).
-----------------------------------------------------------
What inquiry questions did you develop for this story (make sure your questions deal with specific elements of the story and represent your knowledge of the text)?


~ Discussion Director ~

Literature Circle Daily Evaluation
Each day, it is the Discussion Director’s job to evaluate each member of the group on his/her contribution and participation in the Literature Circle.  This task should be completed independently from other members of the group.  It is essential that this job is completed HONESTLY and ACCURATELY!

NOTE: I will also be completing my own evaluation during Literature Circle work periods.  If it is obvious that this task is not being completing in the interests of accurately representing the efforts of group members, the fault will lie with the Discussion Director himself/herself.

Evaluation Scheme
	(
	Incomplete; poor participation

	(
	Student’s work does not meet required standards; 

inconsistent participation

	(
	Student’s work meets required standards; good participation


-----------------------------------------------------------
How did each member of the group participate today?
	Member’s Name
	Completed Reading
	Contributes Relevant Information
	Listens to Group Members
	Remains Focused
	Fulfills Daily Role
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	/5


COMMENTS:

~ Short Story Literature Circles ~

Finding Themes and Connections
	NAME:
	

	GROUP MEMBERS:
	

	STORY TITLE:
	

	DATE:
	


Your role is to identify the story’s THEMES and ways in which the text CONNECTS with the wider world around us.  This means offering examples from your past experiences, events taking place here at SJAM, in Waterloo or in the world-at-large for the purposes of connecting the story to reality.  You may draw attention to similarities with stories or personalities in the media, to similar events at other times and in other places, to other people or problems of which you are reminded and to other texts, such as novel and movies.

-----------------------------------------------------------
What themes [minimum of TWO (2)] did you find for this story (make sure you state them as themes)?

-----------------------------------------------------------
What connections did you find between the story and your own experiences, the world-at-large, other texts, etc. (be specific)?

~ Short Story Literature Circles ~

Highlighting the Language of Literature
	NAME:
	

	GROUP MEMBERS:
	

	STORY TITLE:
	

	DATE:
	


Your role is to locate a few special PASSAGES or QUOTATIONS for your group to discuss.  The idea is to draw attention to especially interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling or important sections of the story for the purpose of analyzing and considering them more carefully.  You may want to focus on sections of the text that help develop characters and plot or help establish elements such as the setting or themes.  As you select passages, record at least part of the quotation below and take note of why you chose each one.
	Page Number and Paragraph
	Quote the Passage
	Reason for Selecting This Passage

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



~ Short Story Literature Circles ~

Summarizing
	NAME:
	

	GROUP MEMBERS:
	

	STORY TITLE:
	

	DATE:
	


Your role is to prepare a brief SUMMARY of the story.  The other members of the group will expect you to give a brief [FOUR (4) OR FIVE (5) SENTENCE] statement that conveys the key points, main highlights and encapsulates the essence of the story being discussed.

-----------------------------------------------------------
Key Points and Events:

· _______________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________

-----------------------------------------------------------

Summary:

~ Short Story Literature Circles ~

Exploring Vocabulary and Literary Devices
	NAME:
	

	GROUP MEMBERS:
	

	STORY TITLE:
	

	DATE:
	


The words an author chooses are an important ingredient of the writer’s craft.  Your task is to look for a few words that have special meaning in the story.  If you find words or references that are puzzling or unfamiliar, note them as you read and be prepared to discuss them.  You may also discover vocabulary that stands out in some way, such as the use or repetition, jargon and/or a particular dialect.  Also, be prepared to discuss the author’s use of RHETORICAL DEVICES such as symbols, similes, metaphors and imagery.

	Word, Symbol, Image, etc.
	Page Number
	Explanation of the Author’s Use of Language

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Literature Circle Daily Evaluation

~ TEACHER’S EVALUATION ~
	DATE:
	

	STORY TITLE(S):
	


Evaluation Scheme
	(
	Incomplete; poor participation

	(
	Student’s work does not meet required standards; 

inconsistent participation

	(
	Student’s work meets required standards; good participation


-----------------------------------------------------------

How did each member of the group participate today?
	Member’s Name
	Completed Reading
	Contributes Relevant Information
	Listens to Group Members
	Remains Focused
	Fulfills Daily Role
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	/5


COMMENTS:
Student’s Name: _______________________________________________________

~ Short Story Literature Circles ~

Marking Scheme
DAILY ROLE(S)








            /7
· ο Role responsibilities completed thoroughly and intelligently.
· ο Notes show strong knowledge of story/stories covered.
· ο Notes show thorough thought process and reflection.
· Notes are legible and make correct use of spelling, grammar and punctuation.
ATTENDANCE










/3
Students will lose ONE (1) mark for each invalid absence during the Literature Circle period.  These absences are based on the teacher’s records for the given day in conjunction with the Office’s daily reports.  Any student who hands in his/her daily role, either by giving it to a friend or the teacher in advance, but is still invalidly absent will lose a mark.
DISCUSSION DIRECTOR’S EVALUATION
  


  
      /5
This mark comes as an average of the discussion director’s daily evaluations of your participation in Literature Circles.

TEACHER’S DAILY EVALUATION





  
      /5
This mark comes as an average of the teacher’s daily evaluation of your participation in Literature Circles.
COMMENTS:
/20








