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Types of Paragraphs
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1) DESCRIPTIVE

A descriptive passage can be considered “a picture in words.”  When writing a description, you attempt to recall or re-create a person, place, object or event.  To do this successfully, it is important to rely on and appeal to your reader’s senses of SIGHT, SOUND, TOUCH, TASTE and SMELL.
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NARRATIVE

Narrative writing is used to tell a story.  It may be based on something imaginary or a true occurrence.  In both cases, however, a narrative is an account of events told so that the reader can share the experience.

While writing narration, you may use description and/or some explanation, but the main purpose is to tell what happened.  Good narration has a CONFLICT and contains details about the events that make readers feel they are experiencing them themselves.  Events in a narrative are often told in CHRONOLOGICAL order.
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3) EXPOSITORY

Exposition involves the presentation of INFORMATION, OPINIONS or IDEAS.  Of the three types of writing to which you’ve been introduced, this is probably the one you will use most often.

a) TO EXPLAIN - When you explain something in writing, you are making it easier for the reader to understand (e.g. what happened in a movie you’ve just seen, instructions on how to play a video game, etc.).  This type of exposition is developed through the use of ILLUSTRATIONS, FACTS and DATA that help support your point.

b) TO PERSUADE – This type of expository writing attempts to convince others to think or behave in a certain way.  When you write to persuade, you are trying to prove a point, change someone’s opinion or clarify an issue.

