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~ Write Your Own Social Commentary ~

Marking Rubric

~ Essay Analysis ~
Write Your Own Social Commentary
The articles “Chicken-Hips” and “Why the gaming world still needs more complex female protagonists” ​are examples of writers’ use of the essay format to draw their readers’ attention to social issues of importance and interest to them. Now that you’ve read a couple of examples, it’s your turn!

Consider the following questions while planning out your essay in order to achieve the most successful outcome:
1) What are you going to write about?
The first thing you need to do is to pick a topic to write about. For the purpose of this essay, you are required to pick a social custom, habit, occurrence, fad or belief that you feel is of importance and that you wish to bring to light. For example, the essay “Chicken-Hips” commented on North American society’s beliefs about what is beautiful and the effects they have on women. Think long and hard about this decision and come up with a good one. If you select a topic that has meaning for you, the better your essay will turn out.
2) To whom are you planning on writing this essay?
The next step is to identify your audience. Consider who would be most interested in reading your essay, and to whom your message would be of the most meaning. When thinking about your intended audience, remember to consider which elements define the group, such as age, gender, social status, interests, etc.
3) What tone are you going to use to communicate your message?
Which tone do you think will gain your audience’s sympathy: angry? optimistic? witty? sarcastic? bitter? righteous? impartial? emotional? Why do you think the tone you’ve chosen will be the most effective?

4) How are you going to get their attention?
What methods can you use to communicate your message and get your point across? Why these ones? Select at least TWO (2) methods of development from the handout you’ve been given that can help you with your task.

5) Write Your Essay
Now you’re ready to write! Your essay should be DOUBLE-SPACED and at least TWO (2) pages in length. Stop whining… that’s the equivalent of two (2) basic grade nine short story journals!  Keep your work organized and in proper paragraphs. Hand it in for assessment when completed.
	Categories
	R

(0-49%)
	Level 1

(50-59%)
	Level 2

(60-69%)
	Level 3

(70-79%)
	Level 4

(80-100%)

	Knowledge/

Understanding

Makes effective choices regarding structural elements of the essay form (introduction, thesis statement, body with arguments and supporting evidence, transitional words, conclusion).
	Ineffective knowledge/ understanding and use of essay’s structural elements.
	Demonstrates limited knowledge/ understanding and use of the essay’s structural elements.
	Demonstrates some knowledge/ understanding and use of the essay’s structural elements.
	Demonstrates considerable knowledge/ understanding and use of the essay’s structural elements.
	Demonstrates thorough and insightful knowledge/ understanding and use of the essay’s structural elements.

	Thinking/ Inquiry
Analyzes the significance of one or more aspects if the topic, providing a well-developed thesis statement.

Supports an opinion with specific, relevant evidence.
	Lacks a clear, purposeful thesis; vague, unfocused method(s) of development; lacks depth and logic.
Evidence is unclear, vague and irrelevant.
	Provides an overly simple thesis with weak method(s) of development and lack of depth and/or logic.

Presents evidence that is limited in specificity and relevance.
	Provides a simple thesis with plausible but incomplete analysis of the topic.

Presents evidence that shows some specificity and relevance.
	Provides a somewhat insightful thesis, accompanied by a logical and complete analysis of the topic.

Presents evidence that shows considerable specificity and relevance.
	Provides a clear, insightful thesis with a thorough and astute analysis of the topic and originality of thought.

Presents evidence that shows extensive specificity and relevance which is often compelling.

	Communication
Uses paragraph elements effectively (topic sentence, supporting sentences, transitions, concluding sentences).

Uses a single controlling idea and effective transitions.

Uses diction and tone appropriate to the purpose, audience and style.
	Weak use of elements leads to poor unity and lack of clarity.

Lack of a clear controlling idea and transitions results in vague message and unclear purpose.

Use of tone and diction are inappropriate given essay’s purpose, audience and style.

	Uses elements with limited effectiveness.

Uses several ideas and transitions which are limited in effectiveness.
Uses tone and diction inappropriate to the purpose, audience and style.
	Uses elements with some effectiveness.

Uses a few ideas and transitions which are limited in effectiveness.
Uses tone and diction which are somewhat inappropriate to the purpose, audience and style.
	Uses elements with considerable effectiveness.

Uses a single idea and transitions which are generally effectiveness.
Uses tone and diction with considerable appropriateness.
	Uses elements with a high degree of effectiveness.

Uses a single ideas and transitions which are highly effectiveness.
Uses tone and diction with a high degree of appropriateness.

	Application
Uses language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) accurately and effectively.
	Weak use of language conventions which greatly affects the essay’s understanding and interpretation.
	Uses language conventions with limited accuracy and effectiveness.


	Uses language conventions with some accuracy and effectiveness.


	Uses language conventions with considerable accuracy and effectiveness.


	Uses language conventions with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness.




