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~ Essays ~
The Concluding Paragraph
First Sentence
The first sentence in your concluding paragraph should restate the THESIS STATEMENT.  DO NOT repeat the thesis exactly the same way you stated it in the introductory paragraph.
NEVER begin your concluding paragraph with, “In this essay, I have proven that…”
Middle Sentences
Rephrase (but DO NOT copy) the THREE (3) REASONS/PROOFS.  If the reasons/proofs are short and brief, this can be accomplished in one sentence.  Otherwise, restate each in its own sentence, each beginning with an appropriate transition word/statement.
Last Sentence
Finish your essay with a profound general statement that leaves your audience thinking about the point of your essay.  This may take more than one sentence.
Never, NEVER, NEVER, even in your wildest dreams, in spite of peer pressure, introduce new information in the concluding paragraph.

Sample Concluding Paragraph
There are several different reasons why compulsory civil service for all eighteen-year-old Canadians is a beneficial idea.  First, many other successful countries in the world already do it, so Canada can look to their examples.  Secondly, young Canadians would have the opportunity to gain valuable job experience for themselves, often doing things that they would never be able to do in their hometowns.  Lastly, it would give Canadians the chance to contribute to the development of their country.  Given our freedoms and lifestyle opportunities, it only makes sense to give something back to the country that makes it all possible.  It is an easy concept to understand, and one that can make a world of difference.

Now finish your practice essay by writing a CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH for the essay your started when learning about introductory and body paragraphs.
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