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~ The History of the English Language ~
A Knight’s Tale
Answer each of the questions below on a separate piece of paper.

Questions to Answer While Viewing the Film
1) While watching the film, pay attention and take notes on the following characters:
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	William Thatcher/

Sir Ulrich von Lichtenstein
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	Count Adhemar
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	Wat and Roland
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	Lady Jocelyn
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	Geoffrey Chaucer


	
	


For each of these characters, answer the following questions:

a) What role(s) does each character play in the story?

b) What qualities/personality traits does each of these characters possess?
2) How does this film go about fusing modern culture with the medieval story being told (e.g. music, dancing, clothing, language, etc.)?  Create a list of the specific instances you notice in the movie.
3) What film techniques are used during the sword fighting and jousting scenes to increase the story’s suspense and drama?  Create a list of specific examples to support your answer(s).
Post-viewing Questions
4) How is Geoffrey Chaucer portrayed in this film?

Why do you think the filmmakers included Chaucer in the movie?

5) Do you believe that Lady Jocelyn:

· conforms to the norms of medieval society, or
· is atypical for a woman of her day?

What are some specific examples from the film that support your opinion?

6) What stereotypes and clichés of storytelling are utilized by the filmmakers?  Create a list of specific examples to support your answer(s).
In your opinion, why did the writers use these elements?

7) Early in the movie, William Thatcher (played by Heath Ledger) states that, “With thirteen silver pieces, three men can change their stars.”

a) This quotation leads to the development of the movie’s main theme.  What is that theme?
b) Do you think this statement would be more realistic to people living in the Middle Ages, or is it meant to be intended for a modern audience?
NOTE: When responding to this question, consider the role that

 
 social classes play in the film.
