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~ The History of the English Language ~
Heroes
What is a hero?

What does it take to be a hero?

1) Take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.

2) Divide your piece of paper in half.  On one half of the paper, write down the name of an individual you consider to be a REAL LIFE HERO.  On the other half, write down the name of someone whom you think is a good example of a FICTIONAL HERO.

3) For both of these individuals, write down the qualities you think they have that make them heroes.

4) Which of these qualities are the most important to you?  Which are the least important?  Why?

5) What makes someone a hero?  Explain.
6) Why are heroes important to society?  Explain.

7) How do heroes reflect elements of the societies from which they come?

While studying the epic poem Beowulf, keep in mind your own ideas about what it takes to be a hero as well as those suggested by the definition of EPIC.  Consider the following questions:
1) Do you think Beowulf is a hero?  Why or why not?

2) What are the differences between Beowulf and today’s heroes?  Explain.

3) By examining Beowulf as a hero, what qualities can we assume were important to people living in the time and place from which he came?
