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~ The History of the English Language ~

The Epic Poem
What is an EPIC?

The EPIC is a broadly defined genre of poetry, and one of the major forms of narrative literature. It retells, in a continuous narrative, the life and works of a heroic or mythological person or group of persons.  Below is a list of qualities often found in epic poems:
· The hero is a figure of great national or even cosmic importance, usually the ideal man of his culture. He often has superhuman or divine traits.  He has an imposing physical stature and is greater in all ways than the common man. 

· The setting is vast in scope. It covers great geographical distances, perhaps even visiting the underworld, other worlds and other times. 

· The action consists of deeds of valor or superhuman courage (especially in battle). 

· Supernatural forces interest themselves in the action and intervene at times. The intervention of the gods is called "machinery." 

· The style of writing is elevated, even ceremonial.

Kennings
The term KENNING comes from an Old Norse phrase meaning “to express one thing in terms of another” and refers to a rhetorical device used often in Anglo-Saxon and Old Norse poetry.  Instead of simply calling a person, place or thing by its name, a poet would replace that name with a far more creative term or phrase to signify the same thing.  These kennings often incorporated at least two words and often employed ALLITERATION to add to its effectiveness.
EXAMPLES:

· “wave traveler” or “sea-steed” for “a boat”
· “whale-road” for “the sea”
· “worm food” for “a dead body”
Can you come up with any other kennings yourself?

