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~ Macbeth ~

Act Four Questions

Answer each of the following questions in full sentences as you read through act four of Macbeth.  Support your answers with quotations from the text.

Scene One
1) How does Shakespeare create the atmosphere of horror in the opening scene of this act?  Give examples and quotations to support your answer.
2) Explain the significance of each apparition shown to Macbeth by the witches.  What does each vision represent?  What prediction does each give?
3) How do the prophecies of IV, i differ from or resemble those made in I, iii?
4) Explain the importance of the following quotations:
a)  Let this pernicious hour
     Stand aye accursed in the calendar!  (IV, i, 144-145)
b)  Infected be the air whereon they ride,

     And damn’d all those that trust them!  (IV, i, 151-152) 
5) In what ways is Macbeth’s character degenerating?
Scene Two

1) Describe the character’s of Macduff’s Son and Lady Macduff.
2) Explain how PATHOS is created in this scene.  For what purpose is it created?
3) What dramatic purpose is served by:

a) Ross

b) Messenger

4) How do plans for the third great crime differ from and resemble the two (2) preceding murders?
5) Why might the third crime be considered the worst?  What does it reveal about Macbeth’s character?  Explain.
Scene Three
1) What qualities does Malcolm display?  What qualities does he believe an ideal king should possess?
2) In what way is Macduff being tested?  How does he respond?
3) Using direct examples and quotations, illustrate the following of Macduff’s qualities: patriotism, honesty, deep human affection, morality.
4) By giving examples, show that dramatic irony dominates this scene.
~ Exuent ~

