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~ Macbeth ~
Levels of Interpretation

MORAL LESSON
· Macbeth murders his king.
· In Shakespeare’s time, the murder of a king was the greatest possible crime.
· The king was appointed by God (Divine Right).
· Macbeth gains the crown but loses love, friendship and respect.
· Macbeth’s crime is rightly punished: “Crime does not pay.”
ENTERTAINMENT
· royal entertainment
· suspense and excitement
· murder story

STUDY OF HUMAN NATURE
· The play examines the effects of uncontrollable ambition on a man who, except for his ambition, is noble in nature.

· He has full knowledge of right and wrong.

· Macbeth knows he has committed a great crime by murdering Duncan.

· He becomes hardened by his crime.

· He suffers because of his fears and insecurities.
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