[image: image1.png]


~ Mythology ~

Definitions
Mythology

· A body or collection of traditional tales belonging to a particular people addressing their origin, history, deities, ancestors and heroes.
· Originally told orally, but later passed on in written form.
· Extend from Greek and Roman times up to today.
Myths
· Created to help early humanity explain natural phenomena.

· They were imaginative precursors to scientific investigation.

· Sometimes used to explain customs or rituals.

Legends
· Are usually true stories that have been exaggerated.

· Frequently deal with heroes who may or may not have accomplished great deeds.

Folk/Fairy Tales
· Are generally pure fiction.

· Are used to amuse, entertain or teach.

· Frequently use the supernatural (witches, fairies, etc.) and deal with common people (forest dwellers, farmers, etc.).

Archetype
· An original model or type after which other similar things are patterned.

· A prototype or ideal image.

· A plot or character element that recurs in cultural or cross-cultural myths such as “the quest” or “descent into the underworld.”

Hero
· Found in mythology and legend.

· A person, often of divine ancestry, who is endowed with great courage and strength, celebrated for his bold exploits and favoured by the gods.

· A person noted for feats of courage or nobility of purpose, especially one who has risked or sacrificed his or her life.

