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~ Narrative Paragraph ~
Prewriting Suggestions
1) Choose an amusing, exciting, frightening or significant experience that you remember well.  The key to good narrative writing is bringing the incident to life for your reader through the use of convincing detail.  For this reason, it is generally easier to write a successful narrative about something that you have experienced.

2) Do not choose a long, involved incident.  Remember that you are limited to ONE (1) paragraph.

3) You may want to choose an incident that involves conflict – a struggle against something or someone.  Conflict does not necessarily mean a physical struggle.  The struggle can be with another person, with nature, with society or even with oneself.
4) If you are having difficulty thinking of a topic, consider one (1) of the following:

a) your proudest, happiest or saddest moment
b) a triumph or failure

c) your funniest or most embarrassing mistake

d) a “first”: first date, first dance, first job interview

e) a disaster: fire, accident, flood, storm

f) an argument with a friend or relative

g) a difficult decision

h) a time you defied authority
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~ Narrative Paragraph ~

Drafting Suggestions
1) Your story should have a beginning, middle and an end:
· The BEGINNING should capture your reader’s interest.
· The MIDDLE should relate events in the order in which they happened – chronological order.  Details in the description of the action should “bring the events to life” for your reader.
· The ENDING should satisfy the reader’s expectations.  He or she must not feel that your story has been a waste of time or merely a trick.  
2) Your story should contain, as close to the end as possible, a CLIMAX.  The climax has been called the highest point of excitement, the decisive moment and the turning point of the plot.

3) Use ACTION, REACTION and DIALOGUE to help your reader experience the incident.  Describe physical and facial expressions so that your reader can see your subject’s emotional reactions and introduce some actual words that were spoken during the incident.

4) SHOWING is more effective than TELLING.  Notice the difference between showing and telling in the following two passages:

TELLING:  Mr. Morehouse shouted angrily at the customs agent.  He didn’t understand why he should be charged more than twenty-five cents for his pets.  The rates were clearly printed in the rate book.

SHOWING:  “But, you everlasting stupid idiot!” shouted Mr. Morehouse madly, shaking a printed book beneath the agent’s nose.  “Can’t you read it here – in your own plain printed rates?  Pets, domestic, twenty-five cents each.”  He threw the book on the counter in disgust.  “What more do you want?  Aren’t they pets? Aren’t they domestic?”
5) If you want to “stretch” the truth to make your story better (a quite acceptable practice among writers of narration), use detail to keep your writing credible.  Your narration must sound believable.
6) It is highly recommended that descriptive passages be written in both FIRST-PERSON and the PRESENT TENSE.  These narrative choices create a more exciting, vibrant and “in the moment” experience.
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~ Narrative Paragraph ~

Editing Suggestions
1) You should begin by checking the writing variables against the draft:

a) Is the TOPIC/THESIS clear?

b) Does the paragraph fulfill its PURPOSE?

c) Has the author kept the specific AUDIENCE in mind throughout the entire paper?

d) Has the author followed the conventions of the FORMAT that he/she has chosen?

2) Next, you should edit the assignment more specifically by using this checklist:

a) What do you like best about the paper?

b) What do you like least?  What do you think can be done about it?

c) Is anything unclear?

d) Should further details be added?

e) Should anything be left out?

f) Should anything be rearranged?

g) Are there any problems with “mechanics”: spelling, punctuation, grammar or sentence structure?

h) Do the sentences flow logically from one to the next?

i) Are there enough connecting or transitional words to keep the reader on track?

j) Is the title interesting?
3) Lastly, to the writers, always remember that the responsibility to accept or reject what an editor suggests is always yours!
